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Proposed No.

KING COUNTY 1200 King County Courthouse

516 Third Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

Signature Report

October 29, 2004

Ordinance 15053

2004-0124.3 Sponsors Constantine

AN ORDINANCE relating to clearing and grading;
amending Ordinaﬁcé 1488, Section 5, as amended, and
K.C.C. 16.82.020, Ordinance 1488, Section 6, as amended,
and K.C.C. 16.82.050, Ordinance 1488, Section 7, as
amended, and K.C.C. 16.82.060, Ordinance 1488, Section
11, as amended, and K.C.C. 16.82.100, Ordinance 1488
(part), as amended, and K.C.C. 16.82.130, Ordinance 9614,
Section 102, as amended, and K.C.C. 16.82.140, Ordinance
9614, Section 103, as amended, and K.C.C. 16.82.150,
Ordinance 11618, Section 8, and K.C.C. 16.82.160 and
Ordinénce 12823, Section 18, and K.C.C. 21A.38.230 and

adding new sections to K.C.C. chapter 16.82.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. Ordinance 1488, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 16.82.020 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:
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Ordinance 15053

Definitions. Certain words and phrases used in this chapter, unless ofherwise
clearly indicated by their context, mean as follows:

A. "Applicant” ((3s)) means a property owner or a public ageney or public or
private utility ((whieh)) that owns a right-of-way or other easement or has been

adjudicated the right to such an easement ((pursuantte)) in accordance with RCW

8.12.090, or any person or entity designated or named in writing by the property or
easement owner to be the applicant, in an application for a development proposal, permit
or approval.

B. "Bench" ((1s)) means a relatively level step excavated or constructed on the

face of a graded slope surface for drainage and maintenance purposes.

D.)) "Civil engineer" means ((a-prefessional)) an engineer ((registered-in)) who is

licensed as a professional engineer in the branch of civil engineering by the state of

Washington ((te-practice-in-the field-of eivil-works)).
((E7)) D. "Clearing" means the cutting, killing, grubbing or ((remeval)) removing

of vegetation or other organic ((plant)) material by physical, mechanical, chemical or any
other similar means.
(()) E. "Compaction" ((is)) means the densification of a fill by mechanical

means.

((67)) E. "Cutting" ((is)) means the severing of the main trunk or stem((s-frem

woody vegetation at any point.
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Ordinance 15053

G. "Department"” means the department of development and environmental

services.

H. "Director" means the director ((erthe-authorized-agent)) of the department of

development and environmental services or the director's designee.

I. "Earth material” ((s)) means any rock, natural soil or any combination thereof.

J. "Erosion" ((is)) means the wearing away of the ground surface as the result of

the movement of wind, water ((and/))or ice.

K. "Excavation" ((is)) means the removal of earth material.

L. "Fill" ((is)) means a deposit of earth material or recycled or reprocessed waste

material consisting primarily of organic or earthen materials, or any combination thereof,
placed by mechanical means.

M. "Geotechnical engineer" means an engineer who is licensed as a professional

engineer by the state of Washington and who has at least four vears of relevant

professional employment.

N. "Grade" means the elevation of the ground surface.

1. "Existing grade" ((is)) means the grade ((prier-te)) before grading.

2. "Finish grade" means the_ final grade of the site that conforms to the approved

plan as required in K.C.C. 16.82.060.

3. "Rdugh grade" ((#s)) means the stage at which the grade approximately

conforms to the approved plan as required in ((Seetien)) K.C.C. 16.82.060.
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Ordinance 15053

(™)) O. "’Grading" ((#s)) means any excavating, filling((;)) or removing of the
duff layer, or combination thereof.

((6-)) P. "Grading and clearing permit” means the permit required by this chapter
for grading and clearing activities, including temporary permits. |

((B-)) Q. "Reclamation” means the final grading and ((}and)) restoration of a site -

to establish the vegetative cover, soil, surface water and groundwater conditions

appropriate to accommodate and sustain all permitted uses of the proposed zone

appropriate for the site.

((@)) R. "Shorelines" means those lands defined as shorelines in the state

Shorelines Management Act of 1971.

(R=)) S. "Site" ((isany)) means a single lot or ((parcel-ofland)) two or more

orpermitted-where-a-public-street-or-way-may-intervene)) lots that are under common

ownership or documented legal control, used as a single parcel for a development

proposal in order to calculate compliance with the standards and regulations of this

chapter. For purposes of this definition:

1. "Documented legal control” includes fee simple or leasehold rights, or an

easement retained at the time of transfer over lands previously owned by the holder of the

easement, or any combination thereof, which allows uses associated with the overall

development proposal: and

2. Lots that are separated only by a public road right-of-way shall be considered

to be contiguous.
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Ordinance 15053

((8-)) T. "Slope" ((is)) means an inclined ground surface, the inclination of which

1s expressed as a ratio of ((vertieal-distanee-to)) horizontal distance to vertical distance.

U. "Structural engineer” means an engineer who is licensed as a professional

engineer in the branch of structural engineering by the state of Washington.

V. "Structure" ((3s)) means that which is built or constructed, an edifice or
building of any kind((;)) or any piece of work artificially built up or composed of parts

jointed together in some definite manner.

(%)) W. "Tree" ((is)) means a large woody perennial plant usually with a single
main stem or trunk and generally over twelve feet tall at maturity.

((¥)) X. "Understory" ((is)) means the vegetation layer of a forest that includes
shrubs, herbs, grasses((;)) and grasslike plants, but excludes native trees.

(%)) Y. "Vegetation" means any ((and-all)) organic plant life growing at,
below((;)) or above the soil surface.

SECTION 2. Ordinance 1488, Section 6, as amended, and K.C.C. 16.82.050 are

each amended as follows:

Clearing énd grading permit required - exceptions. ((Ne-person-shall))
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A. An activity physically altering a site, including clearing or grading activities

and forest practices, shall be consistent with and meet the standards in this chapter unless

preempted under chapter 76.09 RCW,

B. Unless specifically excepted under section 3 of this ordinance, a person shall

not do any clearing or grading without first having obtained a clearing and grading permit

((frem)) issued by the ((directorexceptfor-the-following:
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with Ko C-C- 21 A1 4360-through 21A-14-390)) department or having all clearing and

grading reviewed and approved by the department as part of another development

proposal. A separate permit shall be required for each site unless the activity is approved

to occur on multiple sites under a programmatic permit issued in accordance with section

4 of this ordinance.

C. The permits or approvals issued under this chapter shall be required regardless

of permits or approvals issued by the county or any other sovernmental agency and do not

preclude the requirement to obtain all other permits or approvals or to comply with the

operating standards in sections 9 through 12 of this ordinance. Exceptions from permits

11
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under this chapter do not preclude the requirement to obtain other permits or approvals or

to comply with the operating standards in sections 9 through 12 of this ordinance.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. There is hereby added to K.C.C. chapter 16.82 a

new section to read as follows:

Clearing and grading permit exceptions.

A. For the purposes of this section, the definitions in K.C.C. chapter 21A.06
apply to the activities described in this section.

B. The following activities are excepted from the requirement of obtaining a
clearing or grading permit before undertaking forest practices or clearing or grading
activities, as long as those activities conducted in critical areas are in compliance with the
standards in this section and in Ordinance 15051, Section 132 (allowed alterations). In
cases where an aétivity may be included in more than one activity category, the most-
specific description of the activity shall govern whether a permit is required. For
activities involving more than one critical area, compliance with the conditions applicable
to each area is required. Clearing and grading permits are required when a cell in this

table is empty and for activities not listed on the table.

KEY

"NP" in a cell means : (o] Cc E F C L S \' S C w

no permit required Al O© R L H M[A A E (o} T H{R R|E B
if conditions are met. T R A O (0] A I {N N | L E A} E|T U
A number in a cell E L S (0] N G|{D D S C E Z|T C|L F
means the O A | D N R} S M A P Al]l H|A F
numbered condition F M 0 E A|jL B | N R|C A|N E
in subsection C. A l H L T{1 U C I S DA R|D R
applies. C N N A I | D F C L L GI|S
"Wildlife area R D E H Z O{E F H O & E

and network” column I A A N E A H A A
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applies to both Wildlife T B H z R H R z A E B|Q AN E R|R R
Habitat Conservation I U A A D A A Z u R| D A E K
Area and Wildlife C F 4 R z R A FiIl E A
Habitat Network A F A D A D R FIF A
. L E R R D E|{E
R{ D D R|R
ACTIVITY

Grading and Clearing
Grading NP NP NP NP NP NP

1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2
Clearing NP3 | NP3 | NP3 | NP3 NP3 | NP3 NP3 | NP4 | NP4

NP NP NP

24 23 23
Covering of garbage NP5 | NP5 |NP5 | NP5 [ NP5 | NP5 | NP5 [ NP5 [ NP5 | NP5 | NP5 | NP5 | NP5
Emergency tree removal NP6 | NP6 | NP6 NP76 NP6 | NP6 | NP6 | NP6 | NP6 | NP6 | NP6 | NP6 | NP6
Removal of noxious NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
weeds
Removal of invasive NP7 NP7 | NP7 | NP7 [ NP7 NP7 | NP7 NP7 | NP8 | NP8 | NP8
vegetation
Non conversion Class I, 1, | NP9 | NP9 | NP9 [ NP9 [ NP9 | NP9 [ NP9 [ NP9 [ NP9 | NP9 [ NP9 [ NP9 [ NP9
111, 1V-S forest practice
Emergency action NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP

10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10
Roads
Grading within the NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
roadway 11 11 " 11 1" 11 11 11 11 11 11
Clearing witr;in the NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
roadway 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12
Maintenance of driveway NP NP NP NP NP NP | NP NP NP NP NP NP NP
or private access road 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13
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