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Part III – TRAIL CORRIDOR CONSIDERATIONS

A private consulting team was hired to identify a potential route for a north/south trail corridor through the park,
beginning off the Issaquah-Fall City Road and ending roughly half-way through the site where a connection
could be made to an existing trail that continues south.  Using USGS topographic quadrangle maps and GIS
maps, the team attempted to locate a preliminary “paper route” that  would climb up to the ridge beginning at an
elevation of roughly 400 feet, avoiding major sensitive areas as it rose to meet the existing trail near the former
Black Nugget Ranch at an elevation of about 900 feet. Higher-quality wetland and stream areas were avoided to
the extent possible to minimize the number of crossings.  This trail corridor was flagged in the field and  county
staff walked the route to determine first hand the ground conditions as well as the experience the trail could
provide.  However, because of steep gradients and numerous wetlands through which this northern segment
would pass, as well as the lack of parking along the Park’s northern edge, the current recommendation is that
further studies are needed before a trail route can be planned through this northern area.  Trail access to the
Grand Ridge is possible from the south and southwest where parking is available and where some trail segments
already exist.

Preliminary Trail Description

The City of Issaquah will build a public park adjacent to the BPA powerline, just above the steep hills that
border I-90, and will provide parking for 20 cars for visitors to the Grand Ridge Park.  An existing trail in this
area essentially begins as part of the BPA powerline trail and skirts the lower contours of the hills, crosses an
unnamed creek, and makes a connection down to the trail along the former railroad gradient.  Before
construction activities began on Issaquah Highlands, trails here were more extensive, including a portion that
climbs steeply towards the Ridge that has been popular with bicyclists.  Some segments of trail in this area are
causing erosion and should be closed off.  While parts of the lower trail should be preserved, a new trail segment
should be designed in this area that would climb to the ridge from the new parking lot, following the upper
contours of the hillside.  (See Figure 5 – Proposed Trail Plan)

Once on the more level ground of the upper ridge, a trail would have an easy climb through the corridor that
separates the urban and rural side of the Issaquah Highlands development.  Just before crossing the road
connecting the two residential areas, the trail would have to cross a small wetland complex.  From there it would
continue to climb and could potentially include some length of old trail that passes east of the highest ridge,
although some realignment may be necessary to prevent intrusion into the rural side of Issaquah Highlands
property.  This existing trail that originally began at the former Black Nugget Ranch should be used to the extent
possible.  Just south of the former ranch property line a new trail should be laid out to the west, creating a loop
around the central ridge because of the current lack of options for continuing the trail further north.  This loop
would reconnect to the trail that begins at the Central Park parking lot and would allow visitors to complete a
circuit before returning to their starting point.

Access to the trail would also be possible from the High Point parking lot near I-90 and the trail that follows the
old railroad gradient west to the southwestern corner of the site.  The existing trail along the lower contours of
the southern edge should be upgraded and rerouted to include switchbacks to protect the steep slopes from
erosion and small stream corridors from any possibility of degradation.

Near the center of the ridge there will be a unpaved maintenance road to a water tower serving the Issaquah
Highlands development and access to the Park from the west will be possible at this point, although no parking
within the residential development will be provided.  A connection from this road to the loop trail should be
planned.  As this will be one of only three access points for Issaquah Highlands residents, it will be important to
make an entry here that will appropriately guide visitors into the site.  Steps should be taken to prevent creation
of “desire” paths from the development into the Park.
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Another access point from Issaquah Highlands will be at the road that crosses between the urban and rural sides
of the development, although no parking will be allowed here.  Entry into the Park will be possible from the
road and although a small wetland complex exists in the vicinity, a trail connection should be made for local
residents. A third entry point from Issaquah Highland residents will be from the southeast corner of the urban
side of the development where a trail segment already exists.
.
Future Trail Considerations

Although there has been no tradition of trail use in the northern portion of Grand Ridge Park, continuation of a
trail segment north from the center of the Park to the Issaquah-Fall City Road and on to Duthie Hill Park should
take place.  A trail extending the full length of the Park has long been envisioned by King County Parks as part
of its regional trail system.  An appropriate route will have to be found that avoids sensitive areas to the extent
possible and a site for parking, especially for horse trailers, will have to be secured in the vicinity of Duthie Hill
Park.  A connection should be made to the proposed East Plateau Trail when the Grand Ridge Trail is extended
to this northern end.

Consideration should be given to creation of a new trail along the southern edge of the ridge that would allow
trail users a better connection from the Ridge to the High Point parking lot.  Further studies of conditions along
this edge should be undertaken and a route planned that would meet USFS standards while protecting the soils
and vegetation along this steep slope.

Trail connections to the McCormick property and other open space parcels to the east will depend on  plans
made by the DNR for public use of these holdings.  The full potential of these publicly owned lands to the east
to serve recreationists with passive, low-impact uses along prescribed trails has yet to be explored.
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