THREE FORKS NATURAL AREA

OPEN HOUSE TO PRESENT IMPLEMENTATION OF PHASE 1 OF THE APPROVED THREE FORKS MASTER PLAN

Information Sheet

· The purpose of the October 23, 2001 meeting is to meet with the local community at the earliest stage of the project and inform them of the plans to improve the public access and provide native plant restoration at Three Forks Natural Area.

· Three Forks Natural Area (418 acres) is located in the upper Snoqualmie Valley of rural eastern King County, partially within the City of Snoqualmie, and just outside the City of North Bend at the confluence of the North, Middle, and South Forks of the Snoqualmie River.

· The land was purchased with a combination of funding sources and beginning in 1993, the King County Parks Department conducted three public meetings to review acquisition plans and seek public comments on proposed uses for Three Forks Natural Area. The product of this dialogue was program plan that was adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council in 1996.  The program plan states that Three Forks Natural Area should be a place for conservation, preservation and restoration of the natural systems and wildlife, and provide appropriate public access where appropriate.

· The development of the written master plan for Three Forks Natural Area began in mid 1996.  In 1997 three public meetings were held to present the initial master plan alternatives and the proposed master plan design.  The Metropolitan King County Council adopted a Master Plan for Three Forks in May of 2000.

· For fiscal year 2001 the King County Parks Department requested funding for two of the projects recommended in the Master Plan

1.) The Old School Site improvements include a 20-car grass and gravel parking lot, seasonal restroom, gateway entry sign and native plant restoration 

2.) North Fork Loop Trail with interpretation

· The Metropolitan King County Council approved the funding request and the King County Parks Department hired SvR Design Company to begin design work for the two projects.  SvR Design Company is a Seattle-based firm that employs biologists, landscape architects and engineers. 

· SvR has conducted an environmental review of the site and has met with the county permitting agencies. Based on their research and analysis, they have produced a schematic design for the Old School that includes the main elements noted above.

· After November 1, 2001 updated information regarding this project can be viewed at 

http://www.metrokc.gov/dcfm/Park_Cip.html
· All comments and questions regarding the project should be sent to: 
Kelly Donahue, Project Manager

Department of Construction and Facilities Management

500 4th Avenue, Room 320 Seattle, WA 98104

Phone: 206 296-4152

Fax: 206 296-0186
Email: kelly.donahue@metrokc.gov
