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Board Meeting Summary
March 25th, 2008
Board Members present:  Liz Wilhelm, Committee for Children; Deanna Briese, ACAP Child Care, Helena Stephens, City of Bellevue Youth Programs; Kim Walker, Maple Valley Community Center.
Staff Members present:  Laura Edwards, Program Coordinator; Cheryl Hansen, Laura Quinn, and Stefanie Fox, Community Organizers. 
· OPENING AND UPDATES
· Program Updates

The King County Six year Strategic Plan for Prevention Intervention Treatment After Care (PITA) Services matrix was reviewed.    
MHCADSD Update:
Board minutes are going on the MHCADSD website from now on.  Board members were asked to submit their bios to Laura E, and to make them short and concise.
Budget:
Next year’s COP budget is expected to be cut due to the reductions in the Federal Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities budget.  Ramona, our Contract Monitor with CTED, will refigure this and let us know sometime in April.  Laura reviewed the savings we have experienced due to moving to the Mental Health Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division. We discussed other funding sources.  Drug-Free Community grants are short term, and they are shifting away from funding prevention curriculum and direct services and moving toward funding enforcement.  COP cannot accept foundation or private money.
Organizer updates:
North/East

Laura Q is meeting one on one with people to find out ways of spending the additional mini grant funds.  Mercer Island Youth and Family Services is publishing a three-fold card on parenting (how to act as parent at certain ages).  Bellevue School District distributed “Parents, Teens and the Law” to all middle and high school students, as did Issaquah School District to all its middle schools.
Belleuve and Kirkland youth centers have been the scene of youth violence (particularly in Peter Kirk Park, where the Kirkland Center is located) recently, and the counselor at Kirkland is meeting with youth who use the centers, and center staff to do focus groups on what is causing the violence.  The City of Bothell is planning a meeting on the healthy youth survey data and asking what as a community can they do about this.  It was suggested that Victoria Tennant be brought in to work with community members who work with youth to give them adolescent brain development information.
South/Vashon

Cheryl reported that many school districts in this catchment area have no money to pay for prevention making reimbursement difficult.  COP gives $1000 for a good program and intervention specialists have to pay expenses out of their own pockets.  Funds have been turned down because of this lack of ability to set up a system of reimbursement.   The larger discussion is about support for schools, as they have zeroed out drug prevention money.  They will be asking for more and more support.  Town hall meetings are scheduled in Maple Valley, Tukwila and Kent.  Mini grant money is being used for the program that follows up with items discussed at town hall meetings.  COP has until June to spend money on anti-bullying and support programs on Vashon.
Greater Seattle

Stefanie worked with the Safe Schools coalition to premiere the documentary “It’s Still Elementary” about bias-based bullying.  It’s a follow up to the 1996 “It’s Elementary”, and it highlights what’s happening in a good way in schools.
Approximately 150 people attended the screening and the reception afterwards.
She also worked with the Seattle Human Services Coalition Committee on Children, Youth and Families to plan a conference for youth providers to talk about effecting policy change together.  
She mentioned Youth Speaks, a group that does poetry, spoken word, slam competitions, and attends national competitions.  At least 200 kids attended the last meeting with “good energy” in the room.  
Celia (our Board member) and Stefanie presented the Olweus curriculum at an in-service day for teachers and counselors, and gave them ideas and materials on how to implement it in schools.
Pastor Zachary Bruce of the Freedom Church is coordinating a Monday night meeting with youths to talk about violence prevention.  Their COP mini-grant is helping to pay for refreshments.  
The initiative for White Center and Skyway on violence prevention includes Public Health and city and county workers.

Liz and Helena praised Laura and the staff.
Board new business

Conflict of interest forms – Thanks for getting them in.
Laura E, Mark Howard and Liz Wilhelm reported on the successful meeting with Jim Vollendroff, Assistant Division Director.  The main part of the discussion was about the benefits of COP moving to the Division and the commitment the Division has to include Community Organizing in the Division.  The discussion included the ways the transition is working well. Helena recommended that the board send Jim a thank-you note that would include the Boards commitment to work with the Alcohol Board.  
Legislative Updates:  

Liz reported on the status of this years legislative session.  It was proposed the Board send a letter to Governor Gregoire asking her to veto the beer and wine tasting bill. Staff will prepare and send.
Other Items:

The board would like to invite Kim Noel of PSESD to come to the next board meeting to talk about school’s prevention funding and programs.
NEXT MEETING

Tuesday, April 29th, 2008 at Center for Career Alternatives
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

901 Rainier Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98144
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