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Funding for Alcohol, Other Drug and Violence Prevention
BACKGROUND:

As a society we tend to direct funding to services after social and personal problems become obvious rather than funding the prevention of those known problems.  Prevention can stop problems from ever developing or stop problems at an earlier stage which reduces social and personal harm.  By investing in prevention, we can yield major economic dividends.  According to substance abuse prevention cost-benefit studies, for every dollar spent, the savings range from $2 to $20.  Effective prevention saves money as well as reduces the human toll caused by substance abuse and violence in our families, communities and schools.  Effective prevention is an investment in the future generation.
ISSUES/CHALLENGES:

King County prevention programs are working to prevent substance abuse and violence primarily among children, youth and communities.  While these programs have had positive outcomes, the number of individuals we have been able to reach has been limited due to insufficient funding.
King County has inadequate financial resources to provide prevention services to a growing population, of over 1.8 million in 2006.  King County’s population grew 3.3 percent from April 2000 through June 2005, with the youth population comprising approximately 20 percent.  At the same time, state and federal funding for prevention activities has actually been reduced.
DATA:

Research indicates that alcohol and drug use greatly increases the risk that youth will be involved in traffic accidents, fail in school, be victims and perpetrators of violent crimes, commit suicide, and die by drowning and other accidents.
The use of marijuana and prescription drugs among children and youth is growing.  Law enforcement and schools report an increase in youth violence in schools and an increase in gang related violence at a younger age. 

Prevention funds have not kept up with the need and the increasing demand.  To stay ahead of youth substance abuse and gang related violence, an increased investment in prevention is necessary.  There is substantial evidence that funding evidence-based prevention programs will end up saving the taxpayers in the long run through reduced medical, criminal justice and welfare cost and through increased employment.
RECOMMENDATIONS/LEGISLATIVE ACTION:

Establish adequate dedicated state funding for alcohol, other drug and violence prevention.  
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