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SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT FUNDING FOR NON-MEDICAID CLIENTS
BACKGROUND:
In 2006, the Washington State Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse (DASA) released a report noting that only 27.8 percent of Washington State adults who needed drug or alcohol treatment and who were eligible for state or federally funded treatment actually received these services.  Due to the lack of state funding, King County ranked near the bottom of Washington State’s 39 counties in substance abuse treatment accessibility, with only 24.4 percent of eligible adults in need being able to access treatment.
The increase in treatment funding passed by the Legislature during the 2005-2007 biennium has reduced the treatment gap in King County for the Medicaid-eligible population.  Over 1000 new individuals have received services in King County as a result of treatment expansion funding.  While funding for Medicaid-eligible individuals is critical, it does not provide equal access to treatment for the non-Medicaid population in King County.  There are significant numbers of individuals needing substance abuse treatment who are not Medicaid-eligible and who simply cannot afford substance abuse treatment.  

ISSUES/CHALLENGES:
Substance abuse services waiting lists for Medicaid-funded individuals are currently nonexistent in King County as a result of additional treatment funds allocated during the 2005 legislative session.  However, access to treatment for non-Medicaid, low-income individuals is limited.  There are currently over 430 King County residents on the waiting list for treatment services who cannot access treatment, simply because they do not qualify based on Medicaid or GAU eligibility.  
DATA:
Evidence is clear that funding treatment saves money.  Every $1 spent on providing treatment services generates $7 in monetary benefits for society, (primarily in reduced medical and criminal justice costs, and in increased employment earnings) according to a new study from researchers at the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA).  
An additional factor is the relationship between homelessness and the need for substance abuse treatment.  Some people become homeless or continue to suffer homelessness due to the life effects of addiction.  The 2007 “One Night Count” survey by the Seattle King County Coalition for the Homeless indicated that approximately one in three homeless individuals reported an alcohol and/or substance abuse problem.  A reduction in substance abuse problems (through treatment services) likely will reduce homelessness for those whose homelessness is due to or continues because of their addiction. 

RECOMMENDATION/LEGISLATIVE ACTION:
Increase the state allocation for non-Medicaid substance abuse treatment funding.  
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