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REINSTATE YOUTH TREATMENT EXPANSION OUTPATIENT FUNDING IN KING COUNTY
BACKGROUND:
During the 2005 legislative session, funding was approved to provide additional treatment services to low-income and indigent youth throughout the state.  King County received an additional $610,413 for the biennium.  During the 2007 legislative session, youth treatment expansion funding was significantly reduced.  King County did not receive any youth treatment expansion funds.
ISSUES/CHALLENGES: 
Treatment referral and admissions to treatment were reduced during this time for a variety of reasons:  
· Vendor rates did not cover the cost of providing services 
· School intervention specialists were reduced 
· There was a lack of qualified Chemical Dependency Counselors serving youth
These issues contributed to reduced referrals.  While these issues continue to be of concern, King County has developed strategies and linkages to the criminal justice system, mental health community and schools to increase admissions to treatment.          
DATA:
In December 2006, King County began a successful concentrated effort to increase treatment admissions.
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RECOMMENDATION/LEGISLATIVE ACTION:
Reinstate King County’s allocation of youth treatment expansion funds for SFY 2009.  This amounts to $305,297 and will support the direction that King County has been moving in increasing treatment admissions for youth.  
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