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KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 11, 2007

Members Present:  Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Allan Panitch, Ron Sterling 
Members Absent:  Lisbeth Eddy (excused), James Nobles (excused), Eleanor Owen (excused), Eugene Wan (excused), Gwendolyn Williams (excused)
Guests Present:  Linda Brown (KCASAAB Liaison); Brian Youngberg (ADHL); Veronica Kavanagh (NAMI)
Staff Present:  Rhoda Naguit, Jean Robertson

Board Chair Nancy Dow-Witherbee convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:35 p.m. at Conference Room 126 in the new County office building located at 401 5th Avenue, 1st floor in downtown Seattle.

I.
APPROVAL OF OCT. 9, 2007 & NOV. 13, 2007 MEETING MINUTES

Allan Panitch noted a minor correction on the November 13, 2007 meeting minutes under Item VI Staff Report, B – Sales Tax Update, Line 6.  It should read “The ordinance authorizing the tax contains “non-severability clause” which means that at if any part of the ordinance is found to be invalid, the entire ordinance is invalid.”

Approval of the Board minutes was tabled due to lack of quorum.

II.
INFORMAL DISCUSSION ON VARIOUS ISSUES
A.   Clarification on RAC
Nancy clarified the timing of the first meeting of the Recovery Advisory Committee.  With the scheduled departure of Perry Wien, it is best to wait for his replacement to be on board before convening the new Recovery Advisory Committee.  
B.   Confirmation Hearing
At a recent Law, Justice and Human Services Committee’s Board confirmation hearing, new questions were asked from a Board nominee.  Jean emphasized the importance of preparing the nominee for the confirmation hearing.  Some of the new questions asked include the following:

· What does the county charter/forming legislation say the charge of the board is?
· Why/when was the board established?
· What is the main purpose of the board?
· Which council district/member are you representing?
· What is the board currently doing that is interesting to you?
· How can you make a difference on the board?  The implication was that just because you are a consumer/mother/interested party doesn’t mean you can not add anything.  Nominee should be asked this question by the Nominations Committee during their interview process. 
C.   Sales Tax Update
The Council has approved the passage of the sales tax.  Collection of this tax will start on April 1, 2008.  However, the funding from this initiative will not be released until we have submitted the plans on oversight, implementation, and evaluation.  The three plans are due April 1, June 1, and August 1, respectively.  The division is going to try to complete all three on a shorter timeline in order to start accessing funds sooner.  The Council has approved the release of funds to support the hiring of a staff person to develop the plan.  This person will be hired by the Budget Office but we have asked for the person to  be stationed in our building.
Ten staff will be hired for the implementation of the Action Plan.  Domestic violence has been included in the proviso although it was not in the original plan.  This could possibly be placed under prevention services.  Jean stated that it is important to keep in mind the intent of the State on the usage of this sales tax for auditing purposes.    

Is there an end date for the sales tax?  Yes, January 1, 2017..

The Crisis Diversion facility is the biggest project to be funded by this initiative.  

D.   Legislative Forum
Most speakers went overtime.  There were too many speakers with little time allotted.  The legislative committee didn’t function well this year.
E.   Recovery Ordinance Update
Jean stated that the second Recovery Ordinance is now with the County Council.  She did a briefing with the pre-release benefit group on Recovery Plan.

F.   Decrease in DMHP Outreach Visit
Ron Sterling noted a decrease in DMHP’s outreach visit.  Discussion followed.  With the closure of CTU at Harborview, people have been transported to some other local or outlying hospitals.  DMHP also prefers seeing people at their homes than in a hospital setting.  Veronica Kavanagh brought up the issue of transporting clients on a non-emergency case.  She said that clients who are not an emergency case are sometimes brought by ambulance which is a high cost to the individual.  
G.   Other Concerns
Brian Youngberg wanted to know what information that he gathers from attending the Board meeting would be appropriate for posting in their website.  
Other discussions included:

· When is it appropriate to use “consumer” vs. “client”? 

· Clients who opposed forced treatment.
· Lack of diagnostic tools by some doctors in the performance of their job.  Some are seemingly just guessing and as a result, consumers are prescribed wrong medications.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00pm
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