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APPROVED 3-13-07
KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD
REGULAR MEETING, FEBRUARY 13, 2007

EXCHANGE BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 6A
Members Present:   Eleanor Owen, Allan Panitch, Eugene Wan, Ron Sterling, Linda Brown, Gwendolyn Williams, James Nobles

Members Absent: Nancy Dow-Witherbee (excused)
Guest Present: Ron Black, OMBUDS

Staff Present:  Amnon Shoenfeld, Jean Robertson, Georgia Cortez

Board Chair Eleanor Owen convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:35 p.m.

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2007 MEETING MINUTES

James Nobles made a motion which was seconded by Ron Sterling to approve the January 9, 2007 meeting minutes as presented.  The motion was approved unanimously.
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Jackie MacLean, DCHS Director, has asked for input regarding the Sales Tax Provision prior to February 23.  Eleanor informed the group that the information can be downloaded.
Sales Tax Provision Report – Amnon Shoenfeld

The King County Council motion called for a three phase action plan:

Phase I:  Identify services and housing that are needed to achieve a full continuum of services, including what is available now. 

Phase II: Address changes to more effectively deal with people with mental illness and chemical dependency in order to divert them from the criminal justice and emergency services systems.

Two workgroups are meeting; one focusing on juveniles and one on adults, using an intercept model to see where we can impact these populations with crisis intervention, housing,  changes in the way the courts work, etc.  The workgroup consists of judges, prosecuting attorneys, public defenders, jail health, budget office staff, police, and jail administration.  A report will be sent to the King County Executive early March and to the King County Council at the end of March.

Phase III:  Profile the populations to be served and the service needs of these individuals.  In this phase, we will reach out to community stakeholders, including mental health providers, schools, aging, long term care, etc. to get input as to what is needed in the community (both CD and MH).  The final report will provide cost estimates and cost offsets.  There will be a report to the King County Council due June 1, 2007.

King County wants to receive recommendations from the Mental Health Advisory Board on the use of the 1/10% Sales Tax Fund.  
The Board elected Allan Panitch as their representative for these future stakeholder meetings to represent this Board.
Senate Bill 5533 making it was through both Houses.  It is legislation that provides for options for police to take persons to crisis centers rather than jail, with a Board overseeing.  There were some procedural issues, but these are being worked out.
Allan Panitch is concerned that dollars be made available to provide services to those persons not going through the judicial system.  Jean Robertson stated that there are new programs on-line to address revenue for those not in the judicial system and Eleanor Owen reminded us that advocates are demanding to divert rather than incarcerate individuals.

Ron Sterling expressed concern that mentally ill individuals who are court-committed are expected to pay restitution and this could leave families without homes and in poor financial shape.  He is interested in seeing the non-mental health monies that are used for jail health services.

Amnon reiterated that if anyone on the Board has any ideas regarding the Sales Tax Initiative, please email him.  Linda Brown is representing the CD Board, as well as Allan Panitch will now be representing the MH Board.  Linda complimented this Board and the CD Board for their work in getting the ball rolling on this initiative.

James Nobles is concerned that the public will start to feel really “squeezed” with all the tax increases pushing the 10% level.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Legislative Advocacy & Public Affairs Committee - Jim Nobles.  

The group is scheduled to meet next Tuesday, February 20th.

Nominations Update – Nancy Dow-Witherbee

Absent, due to illness.  No report.

Quality Council – Ron Sterling

The Quality Council passed two motions (1) Reconsidering TELESAGE as an item in the Quarterly Report Card and (2) QC Annual Report; establishing goals and priorities for 2007.

Recovery Initiatives Committee – Eugene Wan

No report.  It was given at the January 9th meeting, and there has not been a RIC meeting since that time.

STAFF REPORT
PACT Team – Jean Robertson

The PACT team first state level training occurred last Friday.  Nancy Dow-Witherbee was in attendance as well as providers, and King County was well represented.  The state WIMERT representative, Maria Monroe, spoke and Rachael Post, trainer from Oregon, did a great job in presenting how recovery fits within the PACT model.  We are meeting with PACT providers twice a week from Highline (VCCC and TR) and DESC.  This is a whole new way of doing business.  It is intensive wraparound service involving interaction with clients whenever they have need. We will be developing graduation or discharge criteria and expect people to move to a different level of service when they can.  There is funding for this project for two years.  

Eugene Wan would like to see a concise document that details the PACT program. There is a NAMI document available.

EQRO Review – Jean Robertson

This review is required by the Balanced Budget Act – Medicaid Managed Care.  This is the third review in a little over three years.  We have a full time staff person working on this and the Review deals mainly with Client Services, Grievances, Access to Services, and IS.  
Performance Improvement Projects (PIP) are underway regarding metabolic syndrome, more completion of TELESAGE data, and client involvement in their own treatment.

OMBUDS – Ron Black

Ron reported on Legislation Bills SB 5850 and HB1996 which would change the way OMBUDS services are provided in the statewide system.  These bills are pushing for a Centralized system with a single spokesperson and this could impede services.  We don’t want to lose the local involvement.  Any comments on this, please call him at 205-5329.

LIAISON REPORTS

Eleanor Owen – HWSMH – PACT model focus.  Western State Hospital now changing the way group care being provided; continuing training staff on hostile interactions to prevent injuries.

Gwendolyn Williams – Therapeutic Health Services. No report.

Eugene Wan – Community Psychiatric Clinic will be meeting late this month.
Allan Panitch – Seattle Children’s Home. The Board will meet next week, but SCH informed him that they have room for more referrals.
Jim Nobels – District Mental Health Court.

No report.

Nancy Dow-Witherbee - Harborview Mental Health Services

No report.

BOARD AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS/NEW BUSINESS
Eleanor Owen - There is a perception by the public that agencies are overwhelmed with applicants.  NAMI-GS could not find five women in need of housing. She would like to request an in-depth evaluation of relative increases in housing in the Seattle area versus opportunities for individuals to get jobs rather than provide housing.  Jean Robertson reported that referrals were made to NAMI-GS and they now have these five women.

Adjourn 6:00 p.m.
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