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APPROVED 04-10-07
KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 13, 2007

EXCHANGE BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 6A

Members Present:  Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Lisbeth Eddy, James Nobles, Eleanor Owen, Allan Panitch, Ron Sterling, Eugene Wan, Gwendolyn Williams 

Members Absent:  None

Guest Present:  Dave Black, Ombuds; Linda Brown, KCASAAB Liaison

Staff Present:  Rhoda Naguit, Jean Robertson, Amnon Shoenfeld

Board Chair Eleanor Owen convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:32 p.m.

I.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 13, 2007 MEETING MINUTES

A correction was noted on page 2, paragraph 6, under Ron Sterling’s comment.  Change “mentally ill individuals who are jailed” to “mentally ill individuals who are court-committed”.

Jim Nobles made a motion which was seconded by Nancy Dow-Witherbee to approve the February 13, 2007 meeting minutes as amended.  The motion was approved unanimously.

II.
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Board Chair Eleanor Owen is pleased with the passage of SB 5533 in the Senate concerning revised procedures for individuals who are mentally ill and engaged in acts constituting criminal behavior.
Eleanor brought up an issue identified in the Seattle Times between SEIU and agency providers.  She said that Amnon Shoenfeld has been invited to the Board meeting this afternoon to answer any questions from the Board.  The Board expressed interest in discussing the issue further when Amnon gets to the meeting.

III.    COMMITTEE REPORTS

Legislative Advocacy & Public Affairs Committee – Jim Nobles

The committee met yesterday.  Legislative items like SB 5533 and HB 1217 are doing well.  The committee also scheduled this year’s Exemplary Service Awards on Thursday, September 27th at UW Center for Urban Horticulture, depending on its availability.  This year’s Legislative Forum is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, December 6th at St. Mark’s Cathedral on Capitol Hill. 

Nominations Update – Nancy Dow-Witherbee

A City of Seattle employee has inquired and expressed interest in the Board.   

Quality Council – Ron Sterling
The Quality Council is forwarding two motions for the Board’s consideration.  

1. To recommend to the RSN the exclusion of Telesage data items from the Quarterly Mental Health Report Card.  

2. To approve the QC Annual Report as an official document. 
Ron Sterling made a motion, which was seconded by Nancy Dow-Witherbee to support the motion of Quality Council to exclude Telesage data items from the Quarterly Mental Health Report Card because the data and methodology was not relevant to the QC report card.  The motion was unanimously approved.

The request for approval of the QC Annual Report is tabled.  The Board asked that copies of the QC Annual Report be sent to all members for review before they act on it.

Ron Sterling reiterated his concern for mentally ill individuals who are court-committed after being charged with a crime.  These individuals are involuntarily hospitalized at WSH and are billed for services provided by the hospital due to that involuntary commitment.  He is concerned that such involuntarily committed people are being billed in a way that is an unequal financial treatment compared to those who may be jailed for the same or similar crime but receive no involuntary treatment at a hospital.  To have a deeper understanding on state hospital fees, Jean Robertson offered to obtain a copy of the policies from Washington State Mental Health Division.  Eleanor said that as liaison to Western State Hospital she can get a copy of the policies from Western State Hospital.  She also stated that she thought that people in jail are billed for their jail stay.  She will see policies  from the Department of Corrections.
Recovery Initiatives Committee – Eugene Wan

Highlights of the committee meeting include the following:

· Discussed issue of separation of testing and training for peer counselors.

· Discussed incorporating businesses in recovery model.  Supports recognition for businesses with recovery program for their staff at MHCADSD Annual Exemplary Service Awards ceremony.

· Beth Hammond talked about her training curriculum at Highline-West Seattle Mental Health.  It focuses upon instilling and motivating both staff and clients in the belief and expectation of recovery. She added that this is better understood and accepted unevenly in the system.

· Eugene Wan is developing a webpage for RIC.

IV.
NEW BUSINESS

A.  SEIU vs. MH Providers
Amnon Shoenfeld gave a brief background on the dispute between the mental health providers and the Service Employees International Union’s (SEIU) move to unionize mental health employees.  SEIU wants the MH Providers 
Association to endorse a Partnership Agreement that was worked on by SEIU and several provider representatives.  Neither the Provider Association nor individual agency boards were willing to sign on to the Partnership Agreement.  Amnon stated that SEIU representatives have made it clear to County Council that they would oppose the proposed County sales-tax increase unless an agreement is worked out.   

Amnon said that he is not taking sides in the dispute, and is just trying to get the union and agencies back to the table to talk.  King County Executive Ron Sims is scheduled to meet with both parties on March 23rd in an effort to break the deadlock.

B.   PACT Training Report
Nancy Dow-Witherbee attended the first State-level PACT Team training on February 9th in Olympia.  Rachel Post, a trainer from Oregon, did an excellent presentation on how recovery fits within the PACT model.  She talked about the impact of team interaction.  She encouraged separation of the function of protective payee from the direct treatment provider to reduce the chance of coercion.  Jean Robertson stated that RSNs are still negotiating with the State on the reporting requirements for PACT Teams.
V.
STAFF REPORT

King County RSN has sent its recommendations for edits to the Washington State PACT Program standards.  Current standards require PACT providers maintain minimum of 3 RNs in spite of this driving the program toward a medical model rather than a recovery orientation.
The Division meets with PACT providers regularly.  The goal of the PACT program is to reduce WSH populations and to get high utilizers moved from jail and/or diverted prior to being sent to jail.
The Division will release an RFP for a Recovery Trainer.  This will be disseminated to MH providers and the Board.  The selected trainer will develop the curriculum and training materials for training providers on recovery oriented services.  

VI.
LIAISON REPORTS

Eleanor Owen, Western State Hospital  - Attended WSH Board meeting.  One of the things the Board implemented is the posting of Staff responsibilities at WSH.  She also recommended they be posted at HMC.  

Gwendolyn Williams, Therapeutic Health Services – She plans to re-connect with contact person at THS soon.

Jim Nobles, District Mental Health Court -  No report at this time.  He will reconnect with his contact person at the court.

Eugene Wan, Community Psychiatric Center -  Eugene read his written report (see attachment).  The Chair, and acknowledged by the entire board, was high praise for Mr. Wan’s exemplary demonstration of submitting written reports.
Allan Panitch, Children’s Home – Attended the Board meeting.  In addition to attending Board meeting, he plans to hold a one-on-one meeting with the Agency Director in the near future.

Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Harborview and Highline-West Seattle Mental Health– HMC is focused on department’s health audit.  They have just hired an Associate Director to provide support to clinicians.   HWSMH is doing a lot of good innovative activities for the benefit of their clients.  She is impressed with the performance of the management of the agency.

VII.
NEW BUSINESS

Jim Nobles announced his candidacy for City Council position.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
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