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KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 13, 2007

Members Present:  Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Eleanor Owen, Allan Panitch, Eugene Wan, Gwendolyn Williams 
Members Absent:  Lisbeth Eddy (excused), James Nobles (excused), Ron Sterling (excused)

Guests Present:  Dave Black (MH Ombuds); Nancy Cole (NAMI-GS); Rise Glaze; Veronica Kavanagli, Chuck Sloane
Staff Present:  Rhoda Naguit, Jean Robertson

Board Chair Nancy Dow-Witherbee convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:35 p.m. at Conference Room 126 of The Chinook Building, 401 5th Avenue, Seattle.

I.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
Everyone was asked to introduce themselves.  Nancy Cole, newly hired Executive Director of NAMI-Greater Seattle, was formally presented to the group and was asked to introduce herself.   
II.
APPROVAL OF SEPT. 11, 2007 & OCT. 9, 2007 MINUTES

Eleanor Owen made a motion, which was seconded by Gwendolyn Williams to approve the meeting minutes of September 11, 2007 as submitted.   Motion carried and unanimously approved.

Minutes from the October 9, 2007 Joint Board Meeting is put on hold until further clarifications on some items are confirmed.

III.
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Nancy waived her Chairperson’s report to dedicate more time for the discussion of the structural change and proposed Recovery Advisory Committee (RAC).
IV.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Legislative Advocacy & Public Affairs Committee – Jim Nobles
Not present to make a report.  Rhoda Naguit reminded the Board about the upcoming Joint Legislative Forum on December 6, 2007 from 5:30pm to 7:30pm at St. Mark’s Cathedral.  Board members are encouraged to attend this yearly event.
Nominations Update – Nancy Dow-Witherbee

Rise Glaze; Veronica Kavanagli, and Chuck Sloane have expressed interest in the King County Mental Health Advisory Board.  All three have attended two Board meetings to date.  Nancy assigned a Board member to each applicant to serve as contact person and advisor for questions regarding board membership.  Eleanor Owen will mentor Veronica Kavanagli; Nancy Dow-Witherbee is assigned to Rise Glaze and Eugene Wan to Chuck Sloane.

Nancy outlined the application process for the benefit of new Board applicants.  The first step is to attend three Board meetings before submitting a written application.  Once this is done, the individual is asked to contact Rhoda Naguit to obtain and submit application materials.  The application must include a cover letter, a completed application, resume, and references.  Following submission of application materials, the Board Nomination Committee will review and interview the applicant, check references, and vote whether to recommend the individual for full Board vote.  Upon approval by the Board, the nomination is sent to the Department Director for review before forwarding to the King County Executive.  This process sometimes takes several months.  The final step is a scheduled appearance of the nominee before the King County Council for a brief interview and confirmation vote.  This is held on the 10th floor of the King County Courthouse at Council Chambers.
Quality Council   - Ron Sterling


 Not present to report.
Recovery Initiatives Committee – Eugene Wan

The report is tied in with the discussion of structural change and proposed Recovery Advisory Committee.  There is a proposal to disband the Recovery Initiatives Committee and create a new committee with a tentative name Recovery Advisory Committee and to take this to the King County Mental Health Advisory Board for consideration and action. 
V.
DISCUSSION OF STRUCTURAL CHANGE & PROPOSED NEW COMMITTEE
Copies of the recommended revisions to the Work Group Charter from the Recovery Initiatives Committee dated October 29, 2007 and the proposed Recovery Advisory Committee Work Group Charter were distributed to the Board for review and comments.
As background information, the proposed re-composition of the Recovery Initiatives Committee and the Recovery Implementation Group was discussed at length at a meeting of the Recovery Initiatives Committee (RIC) on October 23, 2007.  The committee reviewed the functions of the RIC.  It also put into consideration the poor attendance in this meeting which makes decision making difficult.   In addition, the Recovery Implementation Group is due to sunset in December. A motion was proposed to disband the Recovery Initiatives Committee in lieu of a new committee tentatively called the Recovery Advisory Committee (RAC).  
The Board reviewed the handouts.  Discussion followed on composition of membership, the focus of the new committee, and other pertinent recovery-related issues.  Eleanor Owen asked to have a summary report on recovery work plan submitted by agency providers to the Division.

After exchange of ideas and opinions, Eugene Wan made a motion, which was seconded by Eleanor Owen to accept the proposed formation of a new recovery oversight committee tentatively called the Recovery Advisory Committee (RAC.)  The motion was approved.  Subsequently, Eleanor Owen made a motion, which was seconded by Eugene Wan to dissolve the Recovery Initiatives Subcommittee of the King County Mental Health Advisory Board.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

Eleanor Owen and Eugene Wan will be representing the Board at RAC.   Eugene Wan recommended Rise Glaze and Veronica Kavanagli to represent the consumer sector.  Both accepted the offer.  

VI.
STAFF REPORT
A.   Recovery Ordinance/Plan Update
County Council is still reviewing the Recovery Ordinance and the Implementation Plan.  It has been on hold during the budget process which will be finalized by Thanksgiving.
B.   Sales Tax Update                                                   

The King County Council is holding a public hearing today on the proposed one-tenth of one cent sales tax at the Council Chamber, 10th floor of the King County Courthouse.  The County Council will vote on whether to approve the sales tax proposed by the County Executive to fund the strategies and programs outlined in King County’s Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Action Plan.  The ordinance authorizing the tax contains “non-severability language” that states that if any part of the ordinance is found to be invalid, the entire ordinance is invalid.

VII.
SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT FROM MH OMBUDS – Dave Black
Copies of MH Ombuds Service 6-month report were distributed. 

 

Before discussing the 6-month report, Dave Black spoke about the complaint project.  He said that the state requires RSNs to provide grievance and administrative appeal data but they no longer require data on complaints.  There were providers in King County willing to share their complaint data to get a ballpark estimate of clients who express some dissatisfaction with services.  He estimated that, based on that survey and ombuds complaint data, there are about 200 incidents of clients who are dissatisfied with services in a given year whose situation does not progress to a grievance or administrative appeal.  Dave said that he found this exercise very beneficial in learning more about the usefulness of complaint data for quality assurance purposes. 

 

Dave briefly walked the Board through the Ombuds service semi-annual report.  It was noted that MH Ombuds needs to be more visible to enable consumers to access their services.  How do we advertise Ombuds to make more people aware of its existence?  Dave is available to speak to any group or providers about MH Ombuds.  If interested, call him at 206-205-5329.

VIII.
  LIAISON QUARTERLY REPORT (written report is requested)
 No report at this time
VI.
BOARD AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS/NEW BUSINESS
None at this time.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:37pm.
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Recording Secretary




Board Chair

