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King County




Interim Oversight Group for the

Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD)

Thursday, May 1, 2008
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Meeting Notes
Attending:  Jackie MacLean, Barbara Linde, Mario Paredes, Emily Leslie, David Hocraffer, Pete Lewis, Kurt Ofsthus, Darcy Jaffe, Bob Ferguson, Kelli Carroll, Barb Miner, Merril Cousin, Bruce Knutson, Linda Brown, Amnon Shoenfeld, Mike Heinisch, David Fleming, Sheryl Whitney, Gene Wan, Don Satterberg, Sue Rahr, Mary Ellen Stone, Kristin Peterson, Norman Johnson, Bill Block, Shirley Havenga, Marilyn Littlejohn, Crystal Tetrick, Reed Holtgeerts, Toni Rezab, Janna Wilson, Elisa Elliott, Leesa Manion, Lois Smith, Elissa Benson, Carolyn Robertson, Sam Downing, Mary Taylor, Helen Halpert, Meg Crager, Georgia Cortez

1.  Welcome/Introductions – Jackie MacLean, Acting Chair
Jackie welcomed everyone and attendees introduced themselves.  Emily Leslie noted that Councilmember Phil Noble will be the representative for the City of Bellevue.

2.  Approval of the Meeting Notes from April 27, 2008 Meeting
Meeting notes were approved, without correction, and will be posted on the website.

3.  Update on the Ordinance Establishing the MIDD Oversight Committee
The Council passed an ordinance establishing the Oversight Committee, defining the role and function of the committee, and naming groups for representation.  The final membership will total thirty representatives. All final appointments will occur between now and June 1, 2008.

4.  Next Steps in Establishing the MIDD Oversight Committee

Membership terms for approved committee members will be staggered.  Members may be re-appointed after their initial term.  The lifespan of the committee is expected to be nine years.

Application forms and original, signed financial disclosure forms will be submitted next week from the Executive to the Council, if all forms can be obtained in time.  Approval will be requested by the Council at the earliest possible time.

Volunteers signed up to attend a sub-committee meeting next Thursday to help draft the committee charter and rules and the role of the committee chairs. 

5.  Review of Draft MIDD Implementation Plan Strategies
Amnon provided a brief overview regarding the development of the strategies in order to provide context for those members who were not involved in the development process.  Planning began two years ago, when the Executive asked for a workgroup to look at mental health and chemical dependency system needs and the Council asked for a three-phase action plan.  The plan will bring together a full continuum of services, serving all ages, for the community’s mentally ill and alcohol and drug dependent populations.  Amnon will provide a more in-depth review of the development of the strategies at the next committee meeting.

Workgroup meetings were held separately in the days prior to this meeting and the groups worked through each strategy to incorporate comments and suggestions for each of the plan parts:  Community Based Care; Programs Targeted to Help Youth; Jail and Hospital Diversion Programs;  Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Expansion of Adult Drug Court; and Housing Development.  All of the comments and rating sheets provided by the committee members have been read, consolidated, and incorporated where feasible in the review of the strategies for today.

King County staff will revise any discrepancies in the strategies, make changes in some of the detail, and clarify sections that were identified as being unclear, but not make major revisions to the strategies themselves. These reviewed and revised strategies will be sent to the group by the end of next week, for comments and additional opportunities for minor revisions prior to the May 25, 2008 meeting.  After this meeting, the implementation plan will be posted for public comment for two weeks.  The committee will forward the strategies to stakeholders in their particular areas of interest in order to reach the most people possible for comments.  The strategies will continue to be fine-tuned over the next month.

The committee reviewed some of the comments made regarding a number of the strategies and suggested additional areas for review.  Councilmember Ferguson asked for a Council briefing on the Housing Development Strategy.

6.  Change in Meeting Time/Revised Schedule
The Thursday meeting time will be changed to 12:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m., on the same dates as previously scheduled.  The May 8, 2008 workgroups have been cancelled, as members preferred to review the plans by E-mail rather than having another series of meetings.  On May 15, 2008, the whole implementation plan, schedule and the 2008 spending plan will be reviewed.

7.  Plan for Stakeholder Meetings to Review the Implementation Plan
All the members of the committee have avenues to reach stakeholders through their own organizations for comments on the plan during the week of May 19-23, 2008, and there will be opportunities for meetings of community stakeholders through these organizations.  

The summaries of the strategy comments handed out at today’s meeting will be posted on the King County website.  The Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Division will produce a timeline for the implementation of the strategies, a revised spending plan, and a packet of information and questions that committee members can use in reaching out to their various constituencies for comments on the implementation plan.

Other
Pete Lewis, Major of the City of Auburn provided the group with handouts regarding Mental Health Court Overview, Point Paper-Treatment for Mentally Ill Criminal Offenders, and a Jail Facility presentation.  There was no public comment. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30.
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