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BACKGROUND
On December 11, 2001 the GMPC adopted Motion 01-1 which added maps of existing Urban Separators to the Countywide Planning Policies.  These maps also identify potential Urban Separator areas within the Potential Annexation Area of Auburn that do not reflect a consensus of affected jurisdictions.  Staff was directed to work to resolve this issue and report back to GMPC. 

Auburn did not agree with the Urban Separator designation in King County for 183.5 acres of land in Auburn's PAA in an area known as Lea Hill.  In 1997 the City of Auburn conducted a planning process for the Lea Hill area that concluded the area in question was appropriate for higher single family residential densities due to topography, access, available services and the goal of meeting GMA growth targets.  King County staff concluded that the area in question did not contain critically important environmental features that required low-density land use designations to protect.

Auburn and King County staff identified 184 acres of land that meets the criteria for designation of Urban Separators in the Countywide Planning Policies and the King County Comprehensive Plan (Policy LU-27 below). Some of this land is adjacent to the Green River, Olsen Creek and Olsen Canyon.  The other areas are in public ownership and are existing or future park sites and a school site.  This includes the historic Olsen Creek Farm homestead that is being preserved for future generations by the City and the White River Valley Museum. Even when developed, these properties will provide the visual break from higher density residential development and the recreational opportunities envisioned by policy LU-27.

LU-27
 Urban separators are low-density areas or areas of little development within the Urban Growth Area.  Urban separators shall be defined as permanent low-density lands which protect adja​cent resource lands, Rural Areas, and environmentally sensitive areas and create open space corridors within and between Urban Areas which provide environmental, visual, recreational and wildlife benefits.  Desig​nated urban separators shall not be redesignated in the future (in the 20-year planning cycle) to other urban uses or higher densities.  The maintenance of these urban separa​tors is a regional as well as a local concern.  Therefore, no modifications should be made to the development regulations governing these areas without King County review and concurrence.  

Recommendation:  Direct staff to prepare a Motion approving the proposed modifications to the Auburn Urban Separator for consideration and possible approval at the September GMPC meeting.  


