GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, May 21, 2003

Puget Sound Regional Council Board Room

MEETING SUMMARY

Members Present:

Councilmember Borden, Councilmember Mary Alice Burleigh, Councilmember Tim Clark, Councilmember Eric Faison, Councilmember Jean Garber, Councilmember Judy Nicastro, Mayor Greg Nickels, Councilmember Julia Patterson, Councilmember Michele Pettiti, Councilmember Larry Phillips, Mayor Joan Simpson, Executive Ron Sims, Chair.

Executive Sims convened the meeting at 4:05 PM.

I-A.
Public Comment:

Sam Pace of the Seattle – King County Association of Realtors spoke in support of the Urban Center designation for the City of Auburn.  Mr. Pace also noted that more people live in South King County than work there.  He spoke of an opportunity for the City of Covington to provide more jobs, which would require an amendment to the Urban Growth Boundary.  Mr. Pace requested the GMPC consider such a request, should the City of Covington move forward with a proposal in the future.

I-B.
Review and Approval of the March 26, 2003 Meeting Summary.

The GMPC approved the March 26, 2003 meeting summary by a vote of 8 to 0.

II. Proposed Designation of Downtown Auburn as an Urban Center

Mayor Pete Lewis of the City of Auburn spoke in support of the Urban Center designation for downtown Auburn, highlighting the new transit center and related parking garage.  This garage includes a substantial amount of space for commercial use and parking for nearby downtown businesses.  He also mentioned the “fast-corridor” project and other transit-friendly development in the downtown core.  The attached PowerPoint slide show was presented as Mayor Lewis spoke.

By unanimous vote, the GMPC directed staff to prepare a Motion designating downtown Auburn as an Urban Center for consideration at the September 17, 2003 GMPC meeting.

III. Urban Growth Area 10-Year Review 

Michael Hubner of the Suburban Cities Association presented the staff report.  He pointed out that the Growth Management Act is the statutory mandate for the 10 year UGA review.  Countywide Planning Policy FW-1 contains the criteria to evaluate the UGA, used by staff in this analysis.  Michael also reviewed the work accomplished by GMPC in 2002 that was closely related to the 10-year UGA review: specifically the development and adoption of growth targets.  The 2002 Buildable Lands Evaluation was also used in this effort.  

Staff concluded that an evaluation of the UGA – drawing on Buildable Lands, Growth Targets and Benchmarks Indicators – finds that there is sufficient land in the current UGA to accommodate household growth targets through the year 2022, therefore no change to the UGA is recommended. 

Mayor Nickels stated that it is important to adopt this Motion, sending a clear signal that there is not going to be an expansion of the Urban Growth Area.  Mayor Nickels noted that there is capacity within the urban area for the next 20 years.  Mr. Nickels also remarked that Growth Management is working well in this region.

Motion 03-1, affirming the sufficiency of the current UGA and directing staff to report back to the GMPC in 2005 on the progress made by local jurisdictions to incorporate new growth targets into their state-mandated comprehensive plan updates, was passed by a unanimous vote of 8 in favor to 0 opposed. 

IV. Auburn Urban Separator Report

Paul Reitenbach of King County summarized this issue.  He pointed out that as the GMPC adopted the Urban Separator map in 2001, staff was directed to negotiate mutually acceptable resolutions to two disputed areas.  In 2002, the dispute with the City of Renton was resolved and an amendment to the Urban Separator map reflecting this resolution was approved by the GMPC. 

Mr. Reitenbach reported that staff has now reached agreement on a proposed amendment to the Urban Separator map that would resolve the dispute with the City of Auburn.  The proposed amendment was explained: about 178 acres of existing Urban Separator would be deleted (redesignated to Urban residential) and an equivalent amount of land added or designated as Urban Separator.  The new Urban Separator would be public-owned land along the Olsen Canyon and Green River, or park land on Lea Hill.  Staff reported the proposed new Urban Separator meets the criteria for Urban Separtors in the Countywide Planning Policies and King County Comprehensive Plan.

Executive Sims asked if the City of Auburn supports this proposal.  Auburn Planning Director Paul Krauss responded the City does support the proposed amendment.

Councilmember Clark noted an area in the upper right corner of the disputed Urban Separator is supposed to remain in the Urban Separator, but it is not so designated on the map in the meeting packet.  Paul Krauss explained this area will remain in the Separator – it has been developed under King County rules for Urban Separators.  Paul said the map could be corrected to clarify this area will remain in the Urban Separator.

Councilmember Clark made a friendly amendment directing staff to change the map by adding a notation that the area in the upper right corner of the disputed Urban Separator will continue to be designated Urban Separator.

Councilmember Phillips asked if there was any further clarification about the Kent property.  Paul Krauss explained that this property is no longer needed and the City of Kent is looking to sell it.  Paul K. pointed out this property is part of incorporated Kent, although it is also surrounded by Auburn’s potential annexation area.  He also noted the headwaters of Olsen Creek are on this site.  Councilmember Phillips noted for the record that the wetland portion of the Kent property should be flagged for possible inclusion in the Urban Separator at some future time.   Paul R. said we would do this once the ownership governance issues are clarified.

Councilmember Clark pointed out we should not assume the Kent Property will be an Urban Separator.  Councilmember Phillips said this need not be resolved today.

By unanimous Motion, GMPC directed staff to prepare a Motion approving the amendments to the Auburn Urban Separator for consideration at the September 17, 2003 GMPC meeting.

V. 
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 PM.
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