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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Auburn requests that the Countywide Planning Policies designate the Auburn Downtown Central Business District (CBD) as an Urban Center.  This would involve adding Auburn to the list of Urban Centers in Countywide Planning Policy LU-39.

BACKGROUND

The City of Auburn requests that the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) designate Auburn’s Central Business District (Downtown) as an Urban Center under Countywide Planning Policy LU-39.
In the early 1990s, following the creation of the Countywide Planning Policies and during Auburn’s process to adopt its Comprehensive Plan, the City addressed the nomination of Downtown Auburn as an Urban Center. At that time the Auburn City Council chose not to request the designation, feeling that the intense level of development anticipated in Centers would detract from Auburn’s small-town atmosphere.

Since that time the Auburn Downtown, long recognized as an urban activity center, has increased its role and prominence as a region-serving hub in Southeast King County.   Auburn has become the site of a major transit hub (Auburn Station), which is the centerpiece of approximately $67 million in public works investments in downtown Auburn.  Auburn Station is located within the urban center and the City is already experiencing considerable growth and reinvestment in Transit Oriented Development, including major expansion of medical-related uses in and around the downtown location of the Auburn Regional Medical Center.

In May 2001, the Auburn City Council adopted the Auburn Downtown Plan. The Auburn Downtown Plan included a specific implementation strategy to designate Auburn Downtown as an urban center in accordance with the Countywide Planning Policies. The urban center encompasses approximately 233 acres and contains a mix of uses – single family and multifamily residential, City Hall, Auburn Regional Medical Center, retail, industrial, and a school. 




At its May 21, 2003 meeting, the GMPC unanimously approved a motion directing staff to prepare a Motion designating Downtown Auburn as an Urban Center for consideration and action at the September 17, 2003 GMPC meeting.  
The May 21, 2003 GMPC staff report specifies the applicable King County and City of Auburn policies which support the designation of the Auburn CBD as an Urban Center.  The criteria developed by the Puget Sound Regional Council also support designation of the Auburn CBD as an Urban Center.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Approve Motion 03-2, which amends the Countywide Planning Policies by designating the Auburn CBD as an Urban Center. 
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