GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

Wednesday, September 29, 1999
Meeting Summary

Attendees:
Des Moines Councilmember Terry Brazil, Commissioner Walt Canter, Mercer Island Mayor Judy Clibborn, Bellevue Mayor Creighton, County Councilmember Brian Derdowski, Renton Councilmember Bob Edwards, Redmond Mayor Rosemarie Ives, County Councilmember Louise Miller, County Councilmember Dwight Pelz, County Executive Ron Sims, SeaTac Councilmember Shirley Thompson, County Councilmember Chris Vance, Auburn Councilmemer Trish Borden, Seattle Councilmember Conlin

[Tapes of the verbatim proceedings can be obtained at the King County Office of Regional Policy and Planning for a nominal fee.]

Meeting began at 3:15 PM

I. Public Comment

Comment letter attached from the Rainier Audubon Society from Rita Bailey.

II. Past Meeting Summary

The September 22, 1999 Meeting Summary was not available since that meeting had occurred only one week prior to this one.  That meeting summary will be available at the October 27, 1999 meeting for GMPC review and approval.

III. Sound Transit

Bob White, Executive Director, of Sound Transit, presented an overview of the Sound Transit Plan and its relationship to the region’s growth management plan.   He described the background, the specifics of the plan, and explained what is occurring “on the ground” that contributes to the objectives of Sound Transit.  He stressed that effective transportation is the key to the mobility of people and goods and key to a vibrant economy. Commuter and light rail are key elements in making growth management viable and Sound Transit’s service is directly designed to increase urban densities in the region and the major centers.

In 2010 over 8.2 million annual hours will be saved in people’s lives by the speed and liability improvements that will be enacted by Sound Transit.  The economic benefit will range between $80-120 million dollars.  Public transportation carries 17-45% of the work trips into the key activity centers.

Sound Transit’s job is to build the high capacity system to improve mobility in the same area designated for urban growth in this region.  The transit district that Sound Transit represents mirrors the Urban Growth boundaries in the three Puget Sound counties. 

GMPC members posed questions to White, questioning the matching of transit stations with urban centers and compatible with growth management goals. 

Yves asked about better bus service and the need to present the public with options that present value to them. 

Edwards queried commuter rail, asking if all freight and commuter rail conflicts have been worked out.  White replied that all has been worked out in September

Vance voiced his disappointment in the presentation, and asked if Sound Transit could build the system the voters approved in 1996, given all the controversy about light rail.  White responded that Sound Transit is confident of this.  Vance cautioned that all County jurisdictions’ land use plans are predicated on the Sound Transit plan.  

Pelz commended Sound Transit for its timeline and products. 

Sims thanked White for his presentation.

IV. Metropolitan Transportation Plan

King Cushman from the Puget Sound Regional Council  (PSRC) discussed the update of the 1995 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP).  Federal and state law mandate that the plan be updated and kept current so that it is the guiding framework to integrate and coordinate strategies to support growth management.  The MTP looks at a time horizon that is long range from the current period to the year 2030.  The Plan will be broken down into increments as required at the federal level to evaluation air quality conformity.  The MTP will look at system performance in the year 2020 and 2030 to show that the region can satisfy federal air quality requirements.   The MTP tries to be more efficient and effective by looking at concentrated growth in compact centers and communities throughout the area. 

The long-range picture for air quality is problematic due to growth.  The future, even with cleaner cars and improvements, won’t be able to meet the air quality standards in 2020 and definitely not in 2030. 

The schedule of the MTP update, working with subarea groups in each County, includes a published draft by Summer 2000; a final by the end of 2000; and adoption by March 2001.

Ives asked if the MTP conversations have included the private sector.  Cushman stated that there has been limited outreach with this sector, but there has been success on issue of freight mobility.

Sims thanked Cushman for his presentation.

Sims entered two letters of public comment into the record:  one was concerning the I-5 interchange and SR 161 and the other from the City of Milton concerning GMA compliance with the City’s comprehensive plan.

V. Blue Ribbon Commission on Transportation

Due to the lengthy discussion of the above items, Doug Hurley, Chair of the Administration of the Blue Ribbon Commission and Skip Riley, Chair of the Revenue Committee of the Blue Ribbon Commission proposed that this presentation be put off to a later time over a luncheon.   The Suburban Cities Association will arrange this luncheon meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM.
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