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AGENDA TITLE: 
Proposed Urban Center Designation for Downtown Burien


PRESENTED BY: 
Scott Greenberg, Community Development Director, City of Burien
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Burien requests that the Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) designate the Downtown Burien as an Urban Center.  This would involve adding Downtown Burien to the list of Urban Centers in Countywide Planning Policy LU-39.

BACKGROUND

As part of its 2003 Comprehensive Plan update, the City of Burien designated Downtown Burien as an Urban Center, with direction to pursue formal designation at both the county and regional levels.
The proposed Urban Center encompasses approximately 353 acres, including a mix of uses—multifamily residential, retail, restaurants, and office)—and a range of governmental and human services facilities. Downtown Burien is well-connected to regional transportation systems. The proposed Center is located at the intersection of several state highways and major arterials and contains a transit center. The Center’s traditional street grid, small blocks, and sidewalks represent a pedestrian friendly urban form. 
The City of Burien supports an Urban Center in its downtown through its plans, policies, and investments. Amendments in 1999 to Burien’s Comprehensive Plan established a policy framework for achieving a compact, multiple use, transit and pedestrian oriented vision in Downtown Burien. Recently adopted plan implementation tools include unlimited residential densities, increased height limits, and a downtown handbook with design guidelines. Recent public investments include utility, street and sidewalk upgrades as well as land assembly and acquisition. These efforts have resulted in a future mixed-use Town Square development and planned TOD project.
The staff report presented to the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) at its May 26, 2004 meeting documented how the proposed Downtown Burien Urban Center satisfies applicable CPP requirements. Following the staff report and subsequent discussion, the GMPC unanimously directed staff to prepare a Motion designating Downtown Burien as an Urban Center for consideration and action at the September 15, 2004 meeting.  

CPP designation as an Urban Center is a precondition for Regional Growth Center designation by the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC). The May 26 staff report concluded that Downtown Burien satisfies criteria established by the PSRC for Regional Growth Center designation. Upon ratification of this GMPC motion by member jurisdictions, the City of Burien intends to apply formally to PSRC for such designation.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Approve Motion 04-3, which amends the Countywide Planning Policies by designating the Downtown Burien as an Urban Center. 
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