
GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

Wednesday, September 15, 2004
Puget Sound Regional Council Board Room

MEETING SUMMARY

Members Present:  Councilmember Briere, Mayor Mary Alice Burleigh, Councilmember Clark, Councilmember Richard Conlin, Councilmember Constantine, Councilmember David Della, Councilmember Degginger, Councilmember Jean Garber, Councilmember Hensel, Councilmember Lucy Krakowiak, Councilmember Larry Phillips, Councilmember Patterson, Councilmember John Resha, Councilmember Nancy Whitten.

Councilmember Phillips convened the meeting at 4:09 PM.

I-A. 
Public Comment:

Eleven citizens spoke in opposition to the proposed amendment to the Urban Growth Area for the 29 acre area known as Covington Park.  Karen Volke was the first speaker in opposition to the proposed UGA change and annexation by the City of Covington.  She mentioned the streams, wildlife and pristine Rural character of the area that could be lost if the area is designated Rural.  She also objected to the “bundling” of this issue with the transfer of the Tahoma Pool and the fact that many Rural residents have expressed their strong concerns to the City of Covington in opposition to this proposal.  The other speakers echoed Ms. Volke’s concerns and raised issues about lights and additional traffic for an Urban park, and the concern that this would be the first step in the urbanization of this Rural area.  
I-B.
Review and Approval of the May 26, 2004 Meeting Summary.

The GMPC unanimously approved the May 26, 2004 meeting summary.

II.
Proposed CPP Amendments Related to the King County Comprehensive

Plan 2004 Update.
Paul Reitenbach, King County staff, presented Motion 04-1 which amends the Countywide Planning Policies based on the Executive recommended Update of the King County Comprehensive Plan as follows:

· Remove the red “overlap” designation for the unincorporated Urban area between SeaTac and Tukwila and include this area in Tukwila’s PAA;

· Redesignation of Perrigo Park from Rural to Urban and including this property within Redmond’s PAA;

· Redesignation of the Enumclaw Golf Course from Rural to Urban and including this property within Enumclaw’s PAA;

· Redesignation of a .6 of an acre parcel on Cougar Mountain from Rural to Urban and including this property within Bellevue’s PAA;

· Redesignation of 120 acres of the Bear Creek Urban Planned Development from Urban to Rural;

· Redesignation of approximately 128 acres in the Willows Road area from Rural to Urban and including this area within Kirkland’s PAA.  Approximately 70 acres of this area is designated as an Urban Separator.

Paul Reitenbach of King County briefly outlined the above issues, which were previously considered by the GMPC at the May 26, 2004 meeting.

Councilmember Conlin asked about the land use designation of adjacent property.  Staff explained this land is designated Urban Residential, high density and that there is an apartment complex on that property.  
The Growth Management Planning Council voted unanimously to approve Motion 04-1.
Motion 04-2 was then considered by the Council.  This Motion would amend the Countywide Planning Policies as follows:
· Redesignation of approximately 29 acres known as Covington Park from Rural to Urban and including this property within Covington’s PAA;

· Redesignation of about 6 acres including Renton Christian Center and some land owned by King County from Rural to Urban and including this land within Renton’s PAA;

· Redesignation of about 9 acres adjacent to the Issaquah Spar Road from Rural to Urban and including this land within Issaquah’s PAA.  There is a small (less than ¼ acre) area proposed for redesignation from Urban to Rural to correct a likely mapping error.

Paul Reitenbach of King County briefly outlined the above issues, which were not previously considered by the GMPC.  A typographical error in Motion 04-2 was corrected so that Issaquah, not Enumclaw’s Potential Annexation Area was referenced in this Motion.

Councilmember Patterson asked why staff supported the Covington Park proposal when they previously did not support this proposal. Staff explained that this proposal meets the policy direction in the King County Comprehensive Plan Policy U-104, as amended by the Council’s Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee.  The proposal was not consistent with an earlier version of Policy U-104 as proposed by the Executive.  

Councilmember Garber asked how the concerns about Covington Park expressed earlier in this meeting will be addressed by an interlocal agreement between King County and the City of Covington.  Staff explained the purpose of the interlocal agreement was to transfer the park site to the city for development of a city park.
Councilmember Whitten mentioned a proposal by the City of Sammamish for a future park.  She noted an interlocal agreement could address several concerns raised by citizens.

Councilmember Phillips suggested the Covington Park proposal be deleted from Motion 04-2, so that additional work could be done by staff and this issue could be considered again by GMPC at a future meeting.

Councilmember Della suggested future discussions with the City of Covington take place prior to this issue returning to GMPC.  Councilmember Phillips agreed.

Councilmember Garber said the Suburban Cities are comfortable with this approach to the Covington Park issue.

Councilmember Conlin also agreed this approach is reasonable.

Councilmember Constantine moved Motion 04-2 with the typographical error correction noted by staff.  Covington Park is removed from Motion 04-2 and the attached maps are renumbered accordingly, showing the remaining two map amendments (Renton Christian Center and the Issaquah Spar Road).  GMPC unanimously approved Motion 04-2 as amended.

III.  
The proposed Designation of Downtown Burien as an Urban Center.
Scott Greenberg, Burien Planning Director, introduced proposed Motion 04-3 which designates downtown Burien as an Urban Center. This issue was presented to GMPC at the May 26, 2004 meeting and it was noted this proposal received strong support from members at that time.  Councilmember Whitten commended the City of Burien for their planning efforts and strong presentation.  Councilmember Constantine noted the positive changes in the City of Burien in recent years and expressed his support for this Motion.  Councilmember Patterson also expressed support for planned transit oriented development in Burien.  She also mentioned there are significant redevelopment opportunities in Southwest King County.
GMPC unanimously approved Motion 04-3.

IV.
Proposed Amendments to Table LU-1 of the CPP’s
Chandler Felt of King County introduced proposed Motion 04-4, which makes technical corrections to the adopted growth targets as shown in Table LU-1 of the Countywide Planning Policies.  These minor technical adjustments were presented at the May 26, 2004 GMPC meeting.
GMPC unanimously approved Motion 04-4.

Councilmember Krakowiak of the City of Burien thanked the Council for their consideration of downtown Burien as an Urban Center.

V. 
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:07 PM.
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