
GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

Wednesday, June 15, 2005
Puget Sound Regional Council Board Room

MEETING SUMMARY

Members Present:  Councilmember Terri Briere, Mayor Mary-Alyce Burleigh, Councilmember Tim Clark, Councilmember Richard Conlin, Councilmember Dow Constantine, Councilmember David Della, Commissioner Bob Edwards, Councilmember Eric Faison, Councilmember Jean Garber, Councilmember Lucy Krakowiak, Councilmember John Resha, Executive Ron Sims, Councilmember Nancy Whitten.

Executive Sims convened the meeting at 4:09 PM.

I-A. 
Public Comment:

Charlie Bush, Intergovernmental Management Analyst, City of Bellevue, submitted a letter (attached) from the city encouraging dialogue between GMPC members and the Puget Sound Regional Council regarding clarification and strengthening the hierarchy of Urban Centers.  

I-B.
Review and Approval of the December 7, 2004 Meeting Summary.

The GMPC unanimously approved the December 7, 2004 meeting summary.

II.
PAA Map Correction (Kent – Tukwila)
Paul Reitenbach of King County briefly outlined the above issue, explaining that the cities of Kent and Tukwila agree that a 30-acre area should be deleted from Tukwila’s PAA and added to Kent’s PAA on the interim PAA map in the Countywide Planning Policies.  GMPC directed staff to prepare a Motion making this recommended amendment for consideration at the September 21, 2005 meeting.
III.  
Proposed CPP Amendments Related to Health and Land Use
Prior to the staff presentation, Executive Sims asked if this issue should be brought back to GMPC at a later date.  Councilmember Garber expressed the Suburban Cities Association opposition to the proposed CPP related to health and land use.  Executive Sims asked Seattle representatives for their point of view.  Councilmember Conlin responded that Seattle had not yet taken a position.  Councilmember Garber said the SCA is willing to discuss this issue at GMPC, however, the SCA believes this issue is best addressed at the discretion of local governments.  Councilmember Conlin requested the staff presentation to proceed.
Tom Hauger of the City of Seattle, and Dr. Ngozi Oleru, Seattle-King County Department of Health made a PowerPoint presentation explaining the link between the built environment and public health, which is attached to this meeting summary.

Councilmember Garber repeated the SCA objection to the proposed CPP.

 Councilmember Whitten expressed concerns about a compact development pattern and another layer of requirements being imposed on cities.
Councilmember Clark stated that the City of Kent has met most concepts of GMA, but the City of Covington has problems due to a limited urban core and lack of infrastructure.  The proposed CPP for health adds another brick to the pile they must cope with.

Councilmember Garber remarked that we should congratulate ourselves because there are several existing CPP’s that already promote healthy communities, therefore no new language or policy is needed.

The GMPC took no action on this item.
IV.
Proposed Designation of South Lake Union as an Urban Center
Tom Hauger of the City of Seattle presented the staff report, which detailed how South Lake union meets the criteria in the Countywide Planning Policies and the Puget Sound Regional Council criteria for designation as an Urban Center.  The slides for this presentation are attached to this meeting summary.

GMPC directed staff to prepare a Motion designating South Lake Union as an Urban Center for consideration at the September 21, 2005 GMPC meeting.
V. 
Benchmarks: Trends and Strategies

Rose Curran of King County made a presentation that detailed long-term trends identified by the Benchmarks program, highlighting successes and areas where improvement is needed.  Two Benchmarks were recommended for GMPC to focus on in 2006:  Urban Centers and Affordable Housing.  The complete PowerPoint presentation is attached to this meeting summary.
Councilmember Clark talked about trend number two – impervious surface increases – and asked whether there has been recent legislation regarding rainwater harvesting.  He also noted that best practices are supposed to be mitigating the effect of new housing in terms of increased impervious surfaces.

Councilmember Clark also commented about trend number four – high school cohort graduation rate remains below the national average – noting that better access to public transportation means a lower school dropout rate.
Mayor Burleigh and Councilmember Whitten agreed with the two Benchmark priority areas stated above.

Councilmember Faison asked if a student moves, will this affect the graduation rate?  Staff responded that it would not.  Councilmember Faison observed that job growth is occurring in north King County, and affordable housing is more prevalent in south King County.

Councilmember Whitten asked if there is justification for different environmental standards for Urban and Rural areas.

Councilmember Della asked whether there was consideration for the relationship between new jobs and new housing.  Staff responded that the recently completed process to extend the growth targets in the CPP’s did consider new jobs when allocating residential targets to the subareas of King County.

Councilmember Resha agreed with the recommendation to look at Urban Centers, but noted we deal with a cyclical economy.  He also observed that it was encouraging that cities considered an Urban Center designation as something of value.
The GMPC accepted the staff recommendation to focus in-depth review in 2005-2006 on Urban Center strategy and affordable housing for the lowest income groups.

VI.
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:32 PM.
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