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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Seattle requests that the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) designate South Lake Union as an Urban Center under Countywide Planning Policy (CPP) LU-39. 
1. 
2. 
3. 

BACKGROUND

At the June 15 GMPC meeting, staff provided information about the factors that contribute to making South Lake Union area an urban center.  Among those factors are that South Lake Union:
· Is adjacent to three of Seattle’s existing urban centers, and together with those other centers, forms the geographic basis of the City’s Center City strategy.  This strategy aims to attract and accommodate high-quality urban development serving both the region’s and the City’s goals.
· Is in a key location within the regional transportation system, between I-5 and SR99. 
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· ontains a wide mix of uses, including major employers like the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, the Seattle Times, and PEMCO Insurance, along with a growing amount of residential uses.
· Already exceeds the CPPs’ employment criteria, for both the number and density of jobs.  The area currently has over 19,000 jobs, which is about 57 jobs per acre, compared to the criteria of 50 jobs per acre.  The City has established a growth target for South Lake Union of 16,000 additional jobs over the next 20 years, which would increase the density to over 100 jobs per acre.  
· Is being planned to accommodate an additional 8,000 more housing units over the next 20 years, producing a density of 27 housing units per acre within the Center, compared to the criteria that calls for 15 units per acre.

· Exceeds PSRC’s criteria for a regional growth center.  There are currently 60 activity units (population + employment per gross acre) in South Lake Union, while the PSRC criteria call for an ability to achieve 45 activity units.  With the City’s plans, South Lake Union would reach 127 activity units by the year 2024.

· Is being supported as an Urban Center through a coordinated set of City plans, policies, and investments. Seattle's Comprehensive Plan designated the Urban Center, and the City is currently updating the neighborhood plan for South Lake Union to meet the CPP criteria.  The neighborhood plan includes transportation, parks and other capital improvement plans, as well as a historic building inventory and guidance for the provision of human services and public safety.  
· Has zoning and neighborhood-specific design guidelines that encourage pedestrian-oriented, mixed-use development.
· Will have a new streetcar connection to Downtown Seattle, funded largely by property owners in the neighborhood.  
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Staff Recommendation: 
Approve Motion 05-2 which amends the Countywide Planning Policies by designating South Lake Union as an Urban Center.

Attachment:
1) 
Urban Center map
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