GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

Tuesday, December 7, 2004
King County Council Chambers
MEETING SUMMARY

Members Present:  Mayor Mary Alice Burleigh, Councilmember Richard Conlin, Councilmember Constantine, Councilmember Degginger, Councilmember Carolyn Edmonds, Councilmember Eric Faison, Councilmember Jane Hague, Councilmember David Irons,  Councilmember Larry Phillips, Councilmember John Resha, Executive Sims, Councilmember Nancy Whitten.

Councilmember Phillips convened the meeting at 4:09 PM.

I-A. 
Public Comment:

Nine citizens spoke in opposition to the proposed amendment to the Urban Growth Area for the 29 acre area known as Covington Park.  Three citizens spoke in support of the Covington Park amendment:
Kevin Patterson of the Tahoma School District supported the proposed youth sports fields on the Covington Park site.

Geraldine Michaelis, a 47-year resident of the area spoke in opposition to the proposed UGA change.

Karen Boulke distributed packets to the GMPC and spoke in opposition to the proposed UGA amendment.  She favored a park on a septic system, maintaining the Rural land use designation.

Barb Holt opposed the UGA amendment and objected to mixing this amendment with the transfer of a nearby pool to the City of Covington.

Shavanti Daniel opposed the UGA amendment and the proposed sewer extension to the proposed park.  She also mentioned there may be a sky bridge that would change the Rural character of the area.

Lelani Obayez stated she is a Kent resident who opposes the UGA change.  She called for keeping the Rural character of this area.

Sasha Radkin pointed out that the UGA change will have adverse environmental impacts on the surrounding Rural area.

Roy Wilson opposed the proposed UGA change, stating Rural residents perceive King County as autocratic.

Mark Lanza stated he is a youth soccer and baseball coach in support of new sports facilities in this area.

David Bricklin declared that GMA was designed to prevent ad-hoc planning and incremental loss of Rural land.
Chip Nevins of the Cascade Land Conservancy explained the conservation easement on the park site will ensure this land will always be used for recreation and open space.

I-B.
Review and Approval of the September 15, 2004 Meeting Summary.

The GMPC unanimously approved the September 15, 2004 meeting summary.

II.
Proposed CPP Amendment Related to the 2004 Update of the King County 
Comprehensive Plan
Paul Reitenbach of King County introduced proposed Motion 04-5, which amends the Urban Growth Area to include a 29-acre area known as Covington Park.  Paul reminded the GMPC that the Covington Park proposal was one of seven proposed changes to the Urban Growth Area presented to the Council at the September 15, 2004 meeting.  GMPC approved six proposals and directed staff to continue working on Covington Park and bring it back at a later date.
Covington Mayor Goddard stated the City was approached by property owners within and outside the City to develop the property in question as a community park.  He stated the City has listened to the concerns expressed by nearby residents and has worked with the Cascade Land Conservancy to address citizens concerns.  He noted that, in response to concerns expressed by County Council members, the Covington City Council has passed legislation designed to keep this site as a park in perpetuity.
Joe Tovar, representing Covington stated that the way that the City intends to design and furnish the park will protect neighboring properties from lights and noise.  He also pointed out the City wants to coordinate the design, construction, operation and maintenance of this facility under City codes and procedures and to provide such public services as public safety.  Mr. Tovar provided members with handouts including an aerial photograph.  He also outlined the development plan for the park, including a sewer “stub” from a nearby line.

Councilmember Conlin asked if the conservation easement has been approved.  Mr. Tovar responded that the City has approved the easement in the last week and is waiting for the Cascade Land Conservancy to sign.

Councilmember Conlin asked what is the advantage to the City of the Urban designation.  Mr. Tovar responded there are two major advantages.  One is sewer service, which would provide greater protection to nearby Little Soos Creek, but which is not allowed in the Rural area.  The other is permitting, which is less efficient and more complicated when two jurisdictions are involved.

Mayor Burleigh asked about a citizen comment about a possible sky bridge.  Mr. Tovar stated he has never heard of such a thing and there is no need for such a facility.
Councilmember Irons asked about different standards for parks in Urban and Rural areas.  Joe Tovar stated there are no practical differences in terms of the physical improvements for the park itself, likening the uses and improvements for Covington Park to those at Perrigo Park that were developed in the rural area east of Redmond.  Paul Reitenbach said there are significant differences between Urban and Rural development standards, particularly in terms of drainage and impervious surface standards and transportation concurrency.
Councilmember Whitten asked if the park will serve both Rural and Urban residents.  Joe Tovar responded yes – Covington will not differentiate between Urban and Rural residents.

It was moved and seconded to approve Motion 04-5.

Councilmember Conlin stated the easement addressed his concerns about sprawl, but he was disappointed the citizens concerns were not resolved.
Councilmember Whitten noted there is a similar situation near Sammamish.  She also said her concerns are met by the conservation easement.
GMPC unanimously approved Motion 04-5 by a vote of 9 and 1/2 to 0.

V. 
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:02 PM.
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