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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The next Buildable Lands report is due in September 2007. Staff from King County and cities are intensifying work necessary to complete the analyses required for the report. Project management staff from the Suburban Cities Association will brief the GMPC on the technical scope, timeline, and coordination involved in this countywide review and evaluation project.
APPLICABLE COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES
	STEP 5(b)
	The Growth Management Planning Council or its successor shall conduct a review and evaluation program in compliance with RCW 36.70A.215. The purpose of the review and evaluation program shall be to determine whether King County and its cities are achieving urban densities within Urban Growth Areas. This shall be accomplished by comparing the growth and development assumptions, targets and objectives contained in these policies (and in county and city comprehensive plans) with actual growth and development that has occurred. If the results of this program are inconsistent with the requirements of the Growth Management Act (GMA), King County and its cities shall identify reasonable measures in accordance with GMA, other than adjusting the Urban Growth Areas, that will be taken to comply with those requirements.


DISCUSSION

Washington’s Growth Management Act (see RCW 36.70A.215) requires King County and its cities to implement a review and evaluation program. The goals of what has been termed the Buildable Lands Program include 1) determining whether “urban densities” are being achieved within Urban Growth Areas (UGAs), 2) measuring the degree of consistency between comprehensive plans and actual development, and 3) addressing any inconsistencies through follow-up measures to be adopted by local jurisdictions.

State Buildable Lands Program Guidelines (CTED 2000) more specifically direct the county and cities to undertake a series of data collection and analysis tasks with the objective of determining the adequacy of the current supply of “lands suitable for development” to accommodate growth needs for the remainder of the 20-year planning period. RCW 36.70A.215 specifies that Buildable Lands analyses base assumptions about future development densities (dwelling units/acre, floor area ratio) on actual development patterns and trends. 

Development capacity estimates for each city in King County, for each urban unincorporated area, and for the UGA as a whole are then evaluated against future growth needs—growth targets established in the Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs). If a jurisdiction has less capacity, for either housing or employment, than targets remaining to be accommodated during the remainder of the planning period, then it must adopt “reasonable measures.” These may include changes to comprehensive plans and development regulations, public investments, or other local government actions intended to increase densities and development potential.

The Buildable Lands Program is implemented as a coordinated effort by King County and its cities. Countywide coordination is administered by a Buildable Lands Program Manager at the Suburban Cities Association. The first 5-year report, the 2002 King County Buildable Lands Evaluation Report, was completed, as required by statute, in September 2002. Countywide, the evaluation found that sufficient capacity existed to accommodate the 1993-2012 growth targets.  Since then, new growth targets were adopted by the GMPC, extending the planning period to 2022. While Buildable Lands capacity for the UGA as a whole exceeded the newly adopted targets, some local governments have had to adopt reasonable measures to maintain sufficient capacity at the local level. Staff briefed GMPC on the reasonable measures response in King County at its September 2005 meeting.
At today’s meeting, staff will summarize ongoing and intensifying work leading up to the next Buildable Lands evaluation report, which is due in September 2007. Specifically, the presentation will cover:
· Timelines for technical analyses and report preparation
· Contents of the report

· Updates to data and methodology

· Countywide coordination

· Future presentations to GMPC
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
This is an informational item. No action is recommended.

