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Agenda Item VI.

To:

Growth Management Planning Council

From:

Norman Abbott, Director of Growth Management Planning

Subject:
Briefing on VISION 2020 Update Project

The Puget Sound Regional Council is about halfway through a process to update VISION 2020 — the long-range growth, economic, and transportation strategy for the central Puget Sound region encompassing King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish counties.

The update is engaging elected officials, agencies, interest groups, and individuals in a process aimed at refining our common vision for how and where growth should occur.  The goal is to identify an environmentally friendly and economically successful growth pattern that can be efficiently served by infrastructure, services, and amenities.

A central question of the update regards how the central Puget Sound region should accommodate growth over the next 35 years.  Between today and the year 2040, the region is forecast to grow by 1.6 million new people and 1.1 million new jobs.  Ultimately, the VISION update will result in a Preferred Growth Strategy combined with a set of policies and actions for implementing it.

At your April meeting, Regional Council staff will brief you on the following topics:

· Purpose of the VISION 2020 update project.

· Work completed thus far by the Growth Management Policy Board.

· The Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

· The work ahead — including steps the Growth Management Policy Board is currently working on.  

The December Regional View — the Regional Council’s newsletter — provides a status report on the VISION update project.  You can find it on the Puget Sound Regional Council’s web site at: http://www.psrc.org/datapubs/pubs/view/1205.htm.  The project schedule in the Regional View has been revised.  We had anticipated that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement would be available to the public in March.  The schedule now calls for it to be available at the end of April with final adoption now scheduled for the end of September 2007.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at (206) 464-7134 or nabbott@psrc.org.
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