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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This status report presents the progress of the Benchmark Program’s Urban Center Study, approved by the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) on June 15, 2005.  
BACKGROUND

After ten years of monitoring Benchmark indicators, the King County Benchmark Reports have highlighted both positive and problematic trends in growth management policy areas.  Among other things, the county’s jurisdictions have successfully focused new development in urban, rather than rural areas, increased achieved densities in cities, attracted new jobs, and protected our natural environment.
The Benchmark Reports have also founds several areas in which trends are problematic, including a perceived lack of success among some urban centers to attract job and/or housing growth and a shortage of affordable housing for the lowest income groups.

In response to these trends, the GMPC approved the Benchmark staff recommendation to focus on these challenging issues-- the Urban Center strategy and affordable housing.  
RESEARCH PROCESS AND ANTICIPATED PRODUCT
A Benchmark Work Group, drawn from city and county staff, has met several times to steer this project. Acting on the recommendation of the IJT, the Work Group began with the Urban Centers issue, and has recommended that the analysis surround two primary questions:

1. What are the factors that influence growth and development among King County’s urban centers and are there discernable patterns among them?

2. What public and private actions may stimulate development in the Urban Centers which would allow them to promote the success of the Countywide Planning Policies’ (CPP) Urban Center strategy?

Through collaboration with and advisement of the Benchmark Work Group, two University of Washington students at the Evans School of Public Affairs are conducting initial research and analysis of these questions.  This analysis is occurring in three principle areas:

· a thorough review of existing literature that promotes “Urban Center appropriate” growth and discusses economic development, sprawl and growth management efforts in King County and elsewhere,
· analysis of both qualitative and quantitative data about each Urban Center in King County—this data will provide time-series profiles of individual Centers to identify growth trends and potentially those factors that influence growth,
· interviews with Urban Center stakeholders including:  city planning directors, city economic development staff, and private developers (both residential and commercial).
This work is undertaken concurrently with the PSRC’s Vision 2020+20 work.  Benchmark Work Group staff anticipate that these bodies of work will foster the development of additional questions about growth patterns in the Urban Centers and are prepared to conduct further analysis as is appropriate.   
A final report will be presented to GMPC in September, 2006.  Benchmark Work Group staff anticipate that this report will include:

· Discussion of the Urban Center Strategy and its role in the CPP

· Individual Urban Center profiles

· Identification of any growth trends existing among Urban Centers
· A matrix of opportunities and tools that may encourage further development in the Urban Centers—these tools may be directed at a variety of stakeholders including but not limited to cities, King County, developers, and private citizens.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

None.  This is an informational item.








