GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

Wednesday, April 26, 2006
Puget Sound Regional Council Board Room

MEETING SUMMARY

Members Present:  Commissioner Walt Canter, Deputy Mayor  John Chelminiak, Councilmember Richard Conlin, Councilmember Dow Constantine, Councilmember Reagan Dunn, Councilmember Patrick Ewing, Councilmember Eric Faison, Mayor Jean Garber, Councilmember Lucy Krakowiak, Councilmember Larry Phillips, Councilmember John Resha, Executive Ron Sims, Councilmember Robert Sternoff.
Executive Sims convened the meeting at 4:10 PM.

I-A. 
Public Comment:

There were no public comments.
I-B.
Review and Approval of the September 21, 2005 Meeting Summary.

The GMPC unanimously approved the September 21, 2005 meeting summary.

II.
PAA Map Amendment, City of Renton
Paul Reitenbach of King County briefly outlined the above issue, explaining that West Hill is one of the largest remaining “unclaimed” unincorporated urban areas.  It was pointed out that the Renton City Council has taken action to include West Hill within the city’s PAA, and GMPC approval would be consistent with the intent of the Growth Management Act and the Countywide Planning Policies.
Rebecca Lind, Planning Manager of the City of Renton, concurred with the recommendation to add West Hill to Renton’s PAA.  She also pointed out that the Renton City Council amended their comprehensive plan to include this area in the city’s PAA.

Councilmember Garber asked about the population of West Hill.  Staff responded it was about 10,000-13,000.
Councilmember Conlin asked about consultation with residential groups.   Rebecca Lind outlined the community outreach process, including a governance report and fiscal analysis.  Councilmember Conlin noted he has heard come some questions about whether Seattle was considered.  Rebecca recalled some initial discussions with Seattle, but ultimately those discussions were tabled.
Councilmember Constantine noted he also heard some concerns about why Seattle was not considered as the annexing city for West Hill.  Councilmember Conlin pointed out the Mayor did not propose this and the City Council has not taken any action on this issue.

GMPC voted unanimously to approve Motion 06-1, amending the Interim PAA map to include the area known as West Hill within the PAA of the City of Renton.
III.    
Proposed Revision of Policy LU-25b to Allow Target Adjustments as

New Incorporations Occur within PAA’s

Paul Reitenbach of King County explained that the current policy LU-25b guides target adjustments as annexations occur, but is silent on new municipal incorporations.  The proposed revision would guide target allocation after an incorporation in the same manner that targets are adjusted after annexations.
GMPC voted unanimously to approve Motion 06-2, amending policy LU-25b as described above.
IV.
Proposed Designation of Overlake as an Urban Center
Mayor Rosemarie Ives stated that Overlake has been a major employment center for the last 20 years.  Mayor Ives also pointed out that the proposed Urban Center designation is consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies and the City of Redmond comprehensive plan.  Finally, she stated that Redmond will continue to work on the housing component of the Overlake area.
Redmond Councilmember Resha added that Overlake is going through a wonderful transition to an Urban Center with 37,000 jobs on the ground and more jobs in the pipeline.  He also pointed out that the city is undertaking a visioning process to increase housing opportunities in this area and that Sound Transit is increasing service in recognition of the existing and anticipated development at Overlake.
Redmond Planning Director Rob Odle outlined the planning history of Overlake, leading up to the 2006 Redmond City Council action designating Overlake as an Urban Center in the city’s comprehensive plan.  Rob outlined how Overlake meets the Urban Center criteria in the Countywide Planning Policies.  Specifically, Overlake is within the 512 acre size criterion for an Urban Center.  There are two transit centers and 37,000 jobs in the Urban Center, and there will be 45,000 jobs at this location in the future.  Rob also noted that there are 72 employees per acre, exceeding the job density criterion, and over 2300 housing units are projected by year 2020, satisfying the housing criterion.
GMPC verbally agreed to direct staff to prepare a motion designating Overlake as an Urban Center for consideration at the September 20, 2006 GMPC meeting.
V. 
Update on 2007 Buildable Lands Report 
Michael Hubner of the Suburban Cities Association updated the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) on the Buildable Lands work program for the next 12 to 18 months.  He pointed out the draft Buildable Lands report will be presented to the GMPC in the spring of 2007.  The slides of this presentation are attached to this meeting summary.
Executive Sims asked how density of redeveloped land is accounted for.  Staff responded that there will be an analysis of the redevelopment potential of urban land.  The annual review of development activity is geared to determine what densities are actually being achieved.
Executive Sims noted members agree with the work plan and directed staff to proceed.

Councilmember Dunn noted the importance of buildable Lands and stated he will provide written comments and questions.
Councilmember Sternoff said there are several mixed use structures under consideration in Kirkland and he asked if incentives are being utilized in other jurisdictions.  The is information on incentives for some jurisdictions, gathered during last year’s reasonable measures analysis, but this is beyond the scope of the Buildable Lands work program.
VI.
Report on Vision 2020+20 Process
Norman Abbott of the Puget Sound Regional Council made a presentation to the GMPC on the progress being made to update Vision 2020.    The slides describing the Vision 2020+20 process are attached to this summary.
Mayor Garber asked how the preferred growth pattern will be promoted and achieved.  Staff responded that the assessment will be done at the regional level. The countywide planning policies should address the growth pattern at the jurisdictional level.  The multicounty planning policies will support and promote the preferred growth pattern.
Councilmember Krakowiak asked about the public process in relation to the timing of the EIS and the decision to select a preferred alternative.  Staff responded that the public process is extensive, but is difficult to get to everybody.  The outreach process will be ongoing over the next 18 months.
Deputy Mayor Chelminiak stated that the Policy Board has been very sensitive to the need for continuous public process.  
Councilmember Phillips asked how the distinction was made between a core city and a large city.  Staff responded that a core city contains regional growth centers.  Councilmember Phillips asked about Tukwila, that does not currently have a large population.  Staff responded Tukwila has a plan to accommodate significant housing in the future – a similar situation exists in Federal Way.
VII.
“Communities Count” Social and Health Indicators Report
Sandy Ciske of the Seattle-King County Public Health Department presented a summary of the 2005 “Communities Count” Social and Health Indicators Report.  Ms. Ciske listed several indicators showing improvement over time and the following indicators that have declined:
Affordable housing

Living wage

Income inequality

Overweight and obesity

Number of people uninsured

Stress

Councilmember Conlin asked about the definition of affordability – Does staff take into account trends regarding interest rates.  Staff responded no, they strictly use sale price.
Councilmember Resha asked if the indicators take into account the industry shift into person time off instead of sick leave.  Staff responded this will probably show up in the response to questions about whether or not people have paid sick leave or vacation.
Executive Sims asked about measurement of school performance when population is unstable, that is, when people move frequently.  Staff responded the data is a snapshot.  The research does not measure the effect of frequent moves on school performance.
Councilmember Conlin asked if there is a breakdown of the age of people who lack health insurance.  Staff responded they are focused on the 18-64 age group.  The report does not break down the age groups.
Councilmember Conlin stated that every time he hears these presentations, they are more sophisticated.   He also said he is pleased that there are more partners involved with this work.
VIII.
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM.




2

