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Council Meeting Date: July 25, 2001


Agenda Item: II-B

GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

AGENDA TITLE:
Request for reconsideration of Countywide Planning Policy amendments affecting Agricultural Production Districts

PRESENTED BY:
Lauren Smith, King County

EXECUTIVE / COUNCIL SUMMARY

On May 21, 2001, the King County Council adopted Motion 11208, requesting that the GMPC review and reconsider amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) affecting Agricultural Production Districts (APDs).  The recommended amendments, embodied in GMPC Motion 99-3, were adopted at the June 16, 1999, meeting.  The King County Motion requests a full public process, including opportunities for public testimony, and includes as its rationale a statement indicating that a quorum was not present at the June 16 meeting. 
BACKGROUND:

On June 16, 1999, the GMPC adopted the following motion recommending amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies:

Substitute Motion 99-3:  Amending the Countywide Planning Policies to add new policies to address the long-term governance of Agricultural Production Districts.

Summary:  Motion 99-3 recommends amending the CPPs by adding two new policies addressing the long-term governance of Agricultural Production Districts (see proposed policy language below).  The Motion also contains a statement that upon ratification of the policies by member jurisdictions of the GMPC, the Interim Potential Annexation Area Map shall be revised to reflect that APDs are to remain under the County’s jurisdiction.  Lastly, the Urban Growth Boundary will be drawn around the Lower Green River APD to clarify that it is outside of the Urban Growth Area.  The King County Comprehensive Plan includes policies that are consistent with the proposed CPP’s, and the Lower Green River Agricultural Production District has been removed from the Urban Growth Area on the King County Comprehensive Plan land use map.

Vote:  Motion 99-3 was adopted by a vote of 5 ½ to 0. 

LU-2A
Designated Agricultural Production Districts shall not be annexed by cities.  

This policy is consistent with King County Comprehensive Plan Policy R-512:

R-512 
Designated Forest and Agricultural Production District lands shall not be annexed by cities.

LU-2B
The Lower Green River Valley Agricultural Production District is a regionally designated resource that is to remain in unincorporated King County.  Preservation of the Lower Green River Valley Agricultural Production District will provide an urban separator as surrounding Urban areas are annexed and developed.  King County may contract with other jurisdictions to provide some local services to this area as appropriate. 

 This policy is consistent with King County Comprehensive Plan Policy R-544:

R-544 
The Lower Green River Agricultural Production District is a regionally designated resource that is to remain in unincorporated King County.  The Lower Green River Agricultural Production District functions as an urban separator between the cities of Kent and Auburn.  King County may contract with other jurisdictions to provide some local services to this area as appropriate.

Chronology of Lower Green Agricultural Production District:

1979 – The Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) is approved by King County voters.  The FPP identified five areas in King County with a concentration of agricultural activity.  The agricultural community in the Lower Green River Valley was one of the areas targeted for the program.

1985 – King County Council adopts the 1985 King County Comprehensive Plan, establishing the Lower Green River Valley APD. 

1986 – The County purchased development rights to 21 Lower Green River Valley APD properties encompassing almost 1000 acres permanently preserved under the FPP.

1989 – King County Council adopts the Resource Area Zoning, which applied Agricultural zoning within the Lower Green River APD.

1992 – King County files a "sufficiency report" with the State (CTED), which reviewed the County’s natural resource land designations and interim regulations with respect to the Growth Management Act.   This report found that the County had made preliminary classifications and designations of agricultural resource lands that have long-term commercial significance as required by GMA.  

1992 – Growth Management Planning Council recommends/King County adopts/cities ratify the Countywide Planning Policies related to agriculture, and the CPP land use map which includes the Lower Green River Valley APD 

1994 – King County Council adopts the 1994 King County Comprehensive Plan, maintaining the APD designation and converted existing agricultural zoning to the equivalent agricultural zoning in the new County Zoning Code. 

1999 – Growth Management Planning Council recommends two amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies stating that 1) designated APDs shall not be annexed by cities, and 2) the Lower Green River Valley APD is to remain in unincorporated King County, serving as an urban separator.  GMPC Motion 99-3 also calls for the interim PAA map to be revised upon ratification of these policies to clarify that the Lower Green River Valley APD is outside the Urban Growth Area.

1999 - King County Council adopts two new policies to protect APD’s as part of the 1999 King County Comprehensive Plan Update.  These new policies are consistent with the two GMPC-recommended CPPs now under consideration by the King County Council.

2000 - King County Council adopts a map amendment to clarify that the Lower Green River Valley APD is outside the Urban Growth Area.  This map amendment is consistent with the GMPC-recommended map revision now under consideration.

2001 - King County Council adopts ordinance 2000-0256, amending the King County Comprehensive Plan by adding the two GMPC-recommended policies addressing APDs, amending the Urban Growth Area Boundary by excluding the Lower Green River Valley APD, and amending the Potential Annexation Area Map to reflect that the Lower Green River Valley APD is not within the PAA of any City.

RECOMMENDATION

Direct staff to:

1. Prepare a new motion (identical to Motion 99-3) for discussion and possible action at the September 26 GMPC meeting. 

2. Notify interested property owners and other stakeholders of the meeting date, time, and invite public testimony.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. King County Motion 11208, remanding Growth Management Planning Council Motion 99-3 to the GMPC for further review and reconsideration.

2. GMPC Motion 99-3, adopted June 16, 1999
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