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EXECUTIVE / COUNCIL SUMMARY

This is a brief summary of the requirements of the Buildable Lands amendment to the GMA, and the process underway to meet these requirements.  Throughout calendar 2002, staff will bring draft Buildable Lands reports to the GMPC for their information before transmitting to WA State Office of Community Development.

BACKGROUND

In 1997, the legislature adopted the Buildable Lands (B L) amendment to the GMA, codified as RCW 36.70A.215.  It applies to six counties including King, and the cities within them.  The amendment requires:

· Measurement of the actual density of residential and commercial-industrial development achieved in the five years since the comprehensive plan was adopted.  For King County, this reporting period is January 1996 – December 2000.

· Determination of the quantity and types of land suitable for development, net of critical areas.  For King County, this work springboards from the Land Capacity Task Force of 1995-97.

· Estimation of development capacity, based on the actual density of development (item # 1).

King County staff is collaborating closely with staff of the Suburban Cities Association, Seattle and Bellevue to prepare a complete response to the B L amendment.  We have developed detailed worksheets to collect development activity information (including subdivisions, residential building permits, commercial and industrial developments and mixed use).  We have held technical forums for city and county staff, and discussions with stakeholder interest groups.  Caucus staff meet frequently to coordinate data gathering, analysis and reporting.  The Suburban Cities Association has hired a full time consultant to assist the cities with B L.  Of the six B L counties in Washington, King has unique challenges due to eight new cities and large annexations, but all jurisdictions are participating in data collection.

The King County B L 5-year Evaluation Report is due to the State on September 1, 2002.  Staff will bring draft conclusions to the IJT in February 2002 and thereafter to the full GMPC for review.  No adoption is necessary, but if the Report finds inconsistencies between comprehensive plans and the Report’s findings, local or regional remedies must be developed after 2002.

RECOMMENDATION

No action is necessary at this time.


