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Amended language is presented below as additions or deletions to the adopted Countywide Planning Policies.
Section II Critical Areas

Most jurisdictions in King County have sensitive areas ordinances in place or under development. Generally, Tthese regulations are tailored to the specific needs of each jurisdiction and are not likely to be modified based on another jurisdiction's regulations.  It is important to promote regional policies that do not erode existing regulations while providing guidance for achieving consistency and compatibility among them.  However, the listing of certain salmon species as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act has highlighted the need to coordinate regulatory and programmatic approaches for preservation of habitat for salmon, requiring an integrated approach to management of shoreline, stream and wetland sensitive areas.

A.  OVERALL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

FW-4

All jurisdictions shall protect and enhance the natural ecosystems through comprehensive plans and policies, and development regulations that reflect natural constraints and protect sensitive features.  Land use and development shall be regulated in a manner which respects fish and wildlife habitat in conjunction with natural features and functions, including air and water quality.  Natural resources and the built environment shall be managed to protect, improve and sustain environmental quality while minimizing public and private costs.
FW-5

Puget Sound, floodplains, rivers, streams and other water resources shall be managed for multiple beneficial uses including flood and erosion hazard reduction, fish and wildlife habitat, agriculture, open space, water supply, and hydropower.  Use of water resources for one purpose shall to the fullest extent possible, preserve and promote opportunities for other uses.

While each jurisdiction is responsible for the management of critical habitat in its jurisdiction, stream and wetland systems respect no political boundaries.  A science-based approach to salmon habitat recovery requires watershed-wide planning and coordinated action by all jurisdictions in the watershed.  To achieve this, county and local governments together with special purpose districts and other stakeholders have committed to a planning process called the Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) recovery planning process.

FW-5A  (NEW POLICY - Recognize WRIA plans)
The Growth Management Planning Council of King County recognizes the work of the Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) recovery planning process.  The GMPC shall review the CPPs for possible revisions based on the outcome of the WRIA plans.  Jurisdictions shall review their local plans for consistency with any new CPPs adopted in response to the work of the WRIA process.

FW-5B- (NEW  POLICY - Protect existing habitat)
The listing of Chinook salmon and other fish species, as species threatened with extinction, is an indicator of the need to evaluate and change how we manage our environment and natural resources.  All jurisdictions shall preserve and protect existing natural habitat critical for these species through methods such as acquisition of real property interests, incentive programs for property owners, land use designations, zoning, and development regulations.

FW-5C (NEW  POLICY - Restore salmon habitat)
All jurisdictions shall assess opportunities to restore essential habitat for Chinook salmon and other fish species threatened with extinction through methods such as capital projects, acquisition of real property interests, incentive programs for property owners, land use designations, and development regulations. Jurisdictions should expedite permitting of habitat conservation projects, plans or actions, including permit applications for habitat restoration, enhancement and mitigation.

B.  WETLANDS PROTECTION

CA-1

Until the Washington State Department of Ecology adopts a manual for delineation of wetlands pursuant to section 11 of chapter 382 of laws of 1995, jurisdictions shall have the option of using either the 1989 manual of the United State Army Corps of Engineers or Corps' 1987 manual in conjunction with the Corps' Washington Regional Guidance.  Once the Department of Ecology adopts its manual for the delineation of wetlands, all All jurisdictions shall use such the adopted state manual as it is initially adopted or thereafter amended. to identify and delineate wetlands. 

CA-2

In the long-term, all jurisdictions shall work to establish a single Countywide classification for wetlands.

CA-3

Within each basin, jurisdictions shall formulate their develop and implement development regulations and other non-regulatory methods to accomplish the following:  protection of wetlands; programs to assure no-net-loss of wetland functions, and an as well as increase of the quantity and quality of their wetlands system when feasible.  The top class wetlands shall be untouched permanently protected and left undisturbed.
CA-4

Implementation of wetland mitigation should be flexible enough to allow for protection of systems or corridors of connected wetlands.  A tradeoff of small, isolated wetlands in exchange for a larger connected wetland system can achieve greater resource protection and reduce isolation and fragmentation of wetland habitat.

A.  AQUIFERS

CA-5

All jurisdictions shall adopt policies to protect the quality and quantity of groundwater where appropriate:

a. Jurisdictions that are included in Ground Water Management Plans shall support the development, adoption, and implementation of the Plans; and

b. The Seattle-King County Department of Public Health and affected jurisdictions shall develop Countywide policies outlining best management practices within aquifer recharge areas to protect public health; and

c. King County and groundwater purveyors including cities, special purpose districts, and others should jointly:

1. Prepare groundwater recharge area maps using common criteria and incorporating information generated by Ground Water Management Plans and purveyor studies;

2. Develop a process by which land use jurisdictions will review, concur with, and implement, as appropriate, purveyor Wellhead Protection Programs required by the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act;

3. Determine which portions of mapped recharge areas and Wellhead Protection Areas should be designated as critical; and

4. Update critical areas maps as new information about recharge areas and Wellhead Protection Areas becomes available.

CA-6

Land use actions should take into account the potential impacts on aquifers determined to serve as water supplies.  The depletion and degradation of aquifers needed for potable water supplies should be avoided or mitigated; otherwise a proven, feasible replacement source of water supply should be planned and developed to compensate for potential lost supplies.

D.  FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT

CA-7

Adjacent jurisdictions shall work together to identify and protect natural habitat networks that are aligned at cross jurisdictional boundaries.  Networks shall link large protected or significant blocks of fish and wildlife habitats within and between jurisdictions to achieve a continuous Countywide network.  These networks shall be mapped and displayed in comprehensive plans. 

CA-7A (NEW POLICY– To develop a single system for stream-typing )

Upon adoption of a state classification system, the cities and the County shall work together to establish a single system for stream-typing.

CA-8

All jurisdictions shall identify critical fish and wildlife habitats and species, including threatened and endangered species.   Additionally, jurisdictions shall and develop establish regulations that to promote the protection, preservation and proper management of natural habitats, and to assist in preventing new development from causing significant adverse impacts to fish habitat.   Where significant impacts of new development on fish habitat cannot be avoided, jurisdictions shall use or establish regulations which will mitigate the impacts of new development on fish habitat .  Integrate native plant communitiesand wildlife with other land uses where possible.

CA-8A (NEW POLICY - increase habitat in watershed)

All jurisdictions shall assist in the recovery of threatened and endangered species by increasing the quantity and quality of habitat within a watershed.

CA-9

Natural drainage systems including associated riparian and shoreline habitat shall be maintained and enhanced to protect water quality, reduce public costs, protect fish and wildlife habitat, and prevent environmental degradation. Jurisdictions within shared basins shall coordinate regulations to manage basins and natural drainage systems which include provisions to:

a. Protect the natural hydraulic and ecological functions of drainage systems, maintain and enhance fish and wildlife habitat, and restore and maintain those natural functions;

b. Control peak runoff rate and quantity of discharges from new development to approximate pre-development rates; and

c. Preserve and protect resources and beneficial functions and values through maintenance of stable channels, adequate low flows, and reduction of future storm flows, erosion, and sedimentation.

CA-10
Jurisdictions shall maintain or enhance water quality through control of runoff and best management practices to maintain natural aquatic communities and beneficial uses.

CA-11
The Washington State Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and the Indian Tribes both manage fish and wildlife resources.  However, local governments have authority for land use regulation.  Jurisdictions shall coordinate land use planning and management of fish and wildlife resources with affected state agencies and the federally recognized tribes.

CA-11A (NEW POLICY - Coordinate activities within a watershed)

Jurisdictions should coordinate salmon restoration planning and implementation activities within watershed basins, identified as Water Resource Inventory Areas (WRIAs).  Jurisdictions shall consider the effects of comprehensive plans and implementation activities on habitat  critical to fish within their boundaries as well as outside their boundaries.  

CA-11B (NEW POLICY - Use ecosystem approach)

Jurisdictions should adopt an ecosystem approach to improving in-stream habitat critical to fish species.

E.  FREQUENTLY FLOODED AREAS

CA-12

The cities and the County should closely plan and coordinate implementation of their flood hazard reduction activities within the major river basins (the Snoqualmie, Skykomish, Sammamish, Cedar, Green, and White).

a. Comprehensive plan policies, regulations, and programs of jurisdictions in any of the six major river basins should be consistent with the King County Flood Hazard Reduction Plan (FHRP) Policies

b. Each jurisdictions’ policies, regulations, and programs should effectively prevent new development and other actions from causing significant adverse impacts on major river flooding, erosion, and natural resources outside their jurisdiction.

F. GEOLOGIC HAZARD AREAS

CA-13

All jurisdictions shall regulate development on certain lands to protect public health, property, important ecological and hydrogeologic functions, and environmental quality, and to reduce public costs.  The natural features of these lands include:

A. Slopes with a grade greater than 40 percent;

B. Severe landslide hazard areas;

C. Erosion hazard areas;

D. Mine hazard areas; and

E. Seismic hazards.

Regulations shall include, at a minimum, provisions for vegetation retention, seasonal clearing and grading limits, setbacks, and drainage and erosion controls.

G.  AIR AND WATER QUALITY

CA-14

All jurisdictions, in coordination with the Puget Sound Clean Air Polluton Control Agency and the Puget Sound Regional Council, shall develop policies, methodologies and standards that promote regional air quality, consistent with the Countywide Policy Plan.

CA-15

All jurisdictions shall, at a minimum, implement the Puget Sound Water Quality Management Plan to restore and protect the biological health and diversity of the Puget Sound Basin.  

H.
 IMPLEMENTATION

CA-16 (REPLACE w/NEW POLICY -monitor environmental policies)

King County shall establish a technical committee by January 1995 to facilitate environmental protection which is to include representatives of the County, the cities, the federally recognized Tribes, business community, environmental community, public utilities, special districts, and interested citizens.  The committee will serve as s depository of regulations and policies adopted by jurisdictions in King County.

The committee shall evaluate and comment upon new development regulations proposed by jurisdictions pursuant to fW-3, CA-1 through 15, LU-2 through 5.  In reviewing the proposed regulations, the technical committee shall consider the consistency and compatibility of regulations and designations, and cumulative and long-term impacts.  The committee shall also recommend environmental benchmarks.

The GMPC, through its Benchmark Committee, shall evaluate the existing environmental benchmarks/indicators to determine if they address appropriate elements of the environment as directed in these Countywide Planning Policies.  The purpose of the evaluation shall be to establish appropriate and effective indicators to monitor the policies.  Special consideration should be given to the availability of reliable data and measurements that can identify conditions of habitat critical to fish and wildlife.  
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