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EXECUTIVE / COUNCIL SUMMARY

The Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative is a series of actions intended to preserve nearly 10,000 acres of critical forestlands, viewsheds and trail corridors in and around the City of Snoqualmie, while at the same time, finalizing planning for the City’s Urban Growth Area. 

There are four actions under the authority of the GMPC included in the Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative:

· Delete Countywide Planning Policy FW-1, Step 8b as amended on May 26, 1999 to reflect the completion of the joint planning effort between King County and the City of Snoqualmie;

· Update the Urban Growth Area map in the Countywide Planning Policies to eliminate the Snoqualmie Joint Planning Area designation and to recognize that portion of the Joint Planning Area that has been added to the City of Snoqualmie’s Urban Growth Area;

· Add 209 acres, located immediately northwest of the current city limits of Snoqualmie, to Snoqualmie’s Urban Growth Area; and

· Remove 214 acres, located south of I-90, from Snoqualmie’s Urban Growth Area.

FW-1, Step 8b: By 1998, all of the joint planning areas identified in the 1994 CPPs have be resolved, except for the City of Snoqualmie.  Joint planning for any potential additional annexation of land to the City of Snoqualmie shall be conducted consistent with the terms of the 1990 Interlocal Agreement between King County and the City of Snoqualmie.  Future Countywide Planning Policy amendments regarding the Snoqualmie joint planning area consistent with the 1990 Interlocal Agreement are not subject to ratification.

BACKGROUND

Snoqualmie Joint Planning Area

The Snoqualmie Joint Planning Area (JPA) was established in 1990 through an interlocal agreement between King County, the City of Snoqualmie and the Weyerhaeuser Company, the primary landowner in the JPA.  The agreement specified that future land uses within the JPA would be determined through a joint planning effort between the County and the City, and until the planning effort was completed, King County agreed to maintain the JPA in a rural designation, Snoqualmie agreed to not extend urban services to the JPA, and Weyerhaeuser agreed to not seek annexation of their ownership to the City.  In 1992, the CPPs recognized Snoqualmie’s JPA and specified that the eventual resolution of the JPA was not subject to further GMPC approval.

In December 2000, the King County Council and the Snoqualmie City Council initiated a joint planning process to resolve the Snoqualmie JPA.   The joint planning effort was expanded beyond the JPA boundaries to encompass a number of opportunities to preserve lands within the viewshed of Snoqualmie Falls, to maintain permanent forestry uses in the Raging River watershed, and to protect lands traversed by King County’s regional trail system.  In June 2001, the King County Council and the Snoqualmie City Council adopted the Snoqualmie Urban Growth Area Subarea Plan, resulting in:

· The addition of 521 acres of land within the JPA to Snoqualmie’s UGA.  This 521 acres is less than half the total amount of land within the JPA; the subarea plan recommends retaining the remainder of the JPA in a rural designation.

· A recommendation to the GMPC to add an additional 209 acres, located northwest of the City of Snoqualmie, to the City’s UGA, and to remove 214 acres south of I-90 from the City of Snoqualmie’s UGA, for a net UGA reduction of 5 acres.

· Adoption of a series of policies to guide annexation and development in the areas added to the City of Snoqualmie, and to prevent impacts to adjacent rural communities.

Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative

The joint planning effort between King County and the City of Snoqualmie was one element of the larger Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative.  The driver of the Initiative is a 145 acre site within the City of Snoqualmie, known as Falls Crossing.  It is immediately adjacent to the Snoqualmie Falls, and was proposed for intensive urban development.   The development proposal was consistent with City zoning, but citizens within and outside the City as well as the Snoqualmie Tribe were concerned about impacts of the development on the Falls.  City of Snoqualmie Mayor Fuzzy Fletcher sought the help of the Cascade Land Conservancy to negotiate the purchase of the Falls Crossing site.  The Cascade Land Conservancy looked to King County and the Weyerhaeuser Company, a key landowner in the Snoqualmie area, as potential funding sources for the purchase.  King County was interested in helping the City of Snoqualmie to preserve the viewshed of the Falls, and was also very interested in working with Weyerhaeuser to find a way to assure the Raging River watershed would remain permanently in forest uses, and that the Weyerhaeuser lands adjacent to King County’s regional trails would remain free of development.  Weyerhaeuser was interested in opportunities to expand the Snoqualmie Ridge development to make full use of the infrastructure improvements they were required to make.  All four parties – the City of Snoqualmie, King County, Cascade Land Conservancy and the Weyerhaeuser Company – worked together to develop a plan to achieve each of the parties’ goals.

If fully implemented, the Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative would have the following results: 

· The Falls Crossing site would be owned by the City of Snoqualmie and preserved as permanent open space, with the exception of a 6 acre parcel adjacent to the Snoqualmie Parkway, which could only be used for City purposes.  This would allow the City to relocate city hall from its current location within the floodplain of the Snoqualmie River.  The City would fund the purchase of the 6 acre parcel, while Weyerhaeuser would fund the purchase of the rest of the site.

· All potential for development of up to 9000 acres in the Raging River watershed would be permanently removed, while forestry uses would be maintained and public trails would be created.

· The regional trail system north of the City of Snoqualmie would be enhanced and connected; rural residential development would be precluded on up to 600 acres of Weyerhaeuser lands, and Weyerhaeuser would contribute $1,000,000 toward the construction of a trail bridge across the Snoqualmie River above the Falls, connecting the trail system to the City.

· The last outstanding Joint Planning Area would be resolved, creating certainty for the City of Snoqualmie and citizens within and around the City.  Over half of the JPA would be designated rural, ensuring the I-90/Hwy 18 interchange would remain free of commercial development and the Mountain to Sound Greenway corridor would be enhanced.

· The City of Snoqualmie would meet its growth needs by allowing urban development where a full range of high quality facilities and services are readily available, within the same plateau as the existing Snoqualmie Ridge development. 

RECOMENDATION

Adopt Motion 01-3 which implements the Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative by :

1. Deleting Countywide Planning Policy FW-1, Step 8b to reflect final resolution of the last outstanding JPA;

2. Deleting the JPA from the Urban Growth Area map in the Countywide Planning Policies to reflect final resolution of the JPA, and maintain remaining land as Rural;
3. Adding 209 acres, located immediately northwest of the current city limits of Snoqualmie, to Snoqualmie’s Urban Growth Area; and

4. Removing 214 acres, located south of I-90, from Snoqualmie’s Urban Growth Area and redesignating as Rural.

A map attachment for Motion 01-3 showing the UGA changes outlined above will be distributed at the October GMPC meeting.
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