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EXECUTIVE / COUNCIL SUMMARY

The GMPC is being asked to consider including a map of existing Urban Separators in the Countywide Planning Policies document.  This is a technical improvement to the CPP document, since the CPP’s recognize Urban Separators by policy but do not show where they are.

BACKGROUND

The CPP’s call for Urban Separators to remain as low-density areas for the 20 year planning horizon of the CPP’s.  Urban Separators have been designated by King County on the County comprehensive plan land use map and recognized by the Countywide Planning Policies (CPP’s).  These lands are within the Urban Growth Area and therefore appropriate to be annexed by cities. Once annexed, Urban Separators (and all other annexed land) are shown as “incorporated areas” on the County comprehensive plan map.  The lack of a map of Urban Separators in the CPP document raises the possibility that cities may be unaware of the presence of Urban Separators within potential annexation areas.
The City of Kent has annexed Urban Separators and, after much public input, adopted an Urban Separator designation for most, but not all of the area designated by King County.  The map of Urban Separators prepared for GMPC consideration would reflect the City of Kent’s actions.  If approved by GMPC, this map would be sent to the King County Council for approval with the goal that the CPP map, the King County Comprehensive Plan land use map and the City of Kent land use map would be consistent regarding designated Urban Separators.

The following Countywide Planning Policy is applicable:

LU-27
Urban separators are low-density areas or areas of little development within the Urban Growth Area.  Urban separators shall be defined as permanent low-density lands which protect adja​cent resource lands, Rural Areas, and environmentally sensitive areas and create open space corridors within and between Urban Areas which provide environmental, visual, recreational and wildlife benefits.  Desig​nated urban separators shall not be redesignated in the future (in the 20-year planning cycle) to other urban uses or higher densities.  The maintenance of these urban separa​tors is a regional as well as a local concern.  Therefore, no modifications should be made to the development regulations governing these areas without King County review and concurrence.  

RECOMMENDATION

Direct staff to prepare a Motion recommending adoption of an Urban Separator map for discussion and possible action at the September GMPC meeting.


