
STATUS REPORT 2000:

on Key Housing Strategies



 


Name of Jurisdiction
City of Auburn
Contact Person(s):
David Osaki, Principal Planner, (253) 804-5034


A.  Yes, our community has done this.  (If you can, let us know how it is working)
B.  Our community is in the process of doing this.
C.  This is something that we might do, but we aren't working on it right now.
D.  This is something new that our community hasn't yet discussed.
E.  Our community is not likely to support this in the near future.
F.  Our community has considered this but decided not to pursue this particular strategy.
G.  This is not applicable in our community

(If so, help us understand why)

1. Adopt a Programatic EIS

X (1)

See attached notes






2. Pursue or support strategies that promote Jobs – Housing Balance
X(2)

See attached notes







3. Raise the SEPA threshold above 4 units (up to 20)


X





4. Enact provisions that allow or support Shared Parking
X (3)

See attached notes







5. Modify or amend UBC regulations to allow Wood Frame Construction in excess of 4 stories


X (4)

See attached notes





6. Adopt provisions that allow Accessory Dwelling Units

X (5)

See attached notes






7. Take action to create or support Public / Private Partnerships
X (6)

See attached notes







8. Pursue or support Developer Pairings



X (7)

See attached notes




9. Conduct a Public Education Campaign / to support GMA and/ or Housing Issues


X





10. Please list other actions (not on the list above) that your community has done -or is considering as a way to support housing development.

See Cover Letter

11. Please list actions (not on the list above) that your community has done - or is considering as a way to promote housing affordability.

See Cover Letter

12. Please add any other comments you would like to express.  ( i.e. if there are particular problems or barriers why these actions would not work or be appropriate in your jurisdiction)

NOTES

(1) See also cover letter.   When adopted, the Downtown Plan and associated environmental review are intended to be sufficiently detailed so as to expedite permit review for projects consistent with the Downtown Plan. 

(2) The 1997 jobs/housing ratio in the City limits was approximately 2.1:1.  Projected residential growth in recently annexed areas as well as residential growth attributable to the recent annexation of primarily residential areas will allow the City to maintain a reasonable jobs/housing balance.

(3)
Auburn Zoning Code Sections 18.52.030(B) Joint Use; 18.52.030(C) Mixed  Occupancies and Shared Uses; and 18.52.030(D) Reduced Parking Demand Supply provide for shared parking opportunities.

(4)
See also cover letter.   The maximum height allowed is generally 45 feet for mixed-use development.  Additional height is allowed subject to providing greater setbacks than the minimum. (i.e. one additional foot of height per each additional foot of setback).

(5) See cover letter.

(6)
See also cover letter.  City participates in South King County Homeownership Roundtable; City also has an Economic Development Coordinator of staff.

(7) See also cover letter.  The City of Auburn does not have a formal developer pairing program. City does this informally by allowing mixed-use development in regulatory codes.



May 24, 2000

Mr. Paul Reitenbach

Office of Regional Policy and Planning

516 Third Avenue, Room 402

Seattle, Washington 98102

SUBJECT: GMPC Key Housing Strategies Survey 

Dear Mr. Reitenbach:

Thank you for providing the City of Auburn with the Growth Management Planning Council’s (GMPC’s) survey on affordable housing.   Enclosed is the completed survey chart.

You will find that the City of Auburn either has implemented or is in the process of implementing many strategies identified in the enclosed chart.  For instance, the City of Auburn Zoning Code incorporates shared parking provisions.   The City also takes action to foster public/private partnerships not only in housing, but in other development types as well.  

Also, Auburn is currently preparing a programmatic EIS for a downtown plan.  The programmatic EIS will examine future downtown development environmental impacts in sufficient detail so as to reduce the level of environmental review necessary for subsequent project specific development proposals.   This is pertinent in that the draft Downtown Plan encourages and envisions housing in mixed-use development.   In addition, the City is processing an accessory dwelling unit ordinance that is now before the City Council for consideration.  

In some instances, the City of Auburn would be willing to consider implementing a strategy not currently in place.  For example, Auburn has not modified its Uniform Building Code (UBC) regulations to allow wood frame construction in excess of four stories because we have had no developer interest in pursuing this type of construction.  We would, however, consider amending or modifying UBC regulations if developer interest in this construction type became apparent.

We do wish to caution against strategies that seemingly promote a “one size fits all” approach.  For example, the developer pairings discussion cites San Francisco, Berkeley and Sacramento as examples.  Obviously, the City of Auburn is not comparable to those cities relative to size or development intensity.   While the City of Auburn encourages and zones for mixed-use development, we have not gone to the level of sophistication to require developer pairing linkage programs or fees.  Further, your discussion concedes that it is unclear whether this technique could be legally established in Washington State.  Obviously, this would be another impediment to its implementation. 

The City of Auburn also implements other strategies to promote affordable housing not identified in the attached survey chart.   For example, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds are used to support a housing repair program, Section 8 preservation and public housing modernization.  These efforts preserve and maintain the existing affordable housing stock and represent a key element to the City’s overall affordable housing strategy.

In addition, the City of Auburn uses funds to support human services organizations engaged in special needs housing (e.g. mental health, supportive housing and direct home buyer assistance programs).  Staff also participates in regional housing development forums to build linkages with other public and private sector groups and organizations engaged in affordable housing provision.

Finally, we want to emphasize that the City of Auburn Comprehensive Plan identifies 49 percent of the City’s housing units as being occupied by low-and moderate-income households.   This exceeds the 37 percent goal established in the King County Countywide Planning Policies (CWPP’s).  The City of Auburn’s year 2012 projections for low-and moderate-income housing units also exceed the CWPP’s target.  The strategy laid out in the Auburn Comprehensive Plan is, therefore, to achieve a more equitable balance of housing types in the City.

We hope this information is helpful.  Again, thank you very much for the opportunity to respond.  Should you have questions or require clarification, please contact me at (253) 931-3090.

Sincerely,

Paul Krauss

Director, Planning and Community Development

Enclosures.

cc: 
Tony Bacca, Building Official


Lynn Rued, Assistant Planning Director


Shirley Aird, Planner
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