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A.  Yes, our community has done this.  (If you can, let us know how it is working)
B.  Our community is in the process of doing this.
C.  This is something that we might do, but we aren't working on it right now.
D.  This is something new that our community hasn't yet discussed.
E.  Our community is not likely to support this in the near future.
F.  Our community has considered this but decided not to pursue this particular strategy.
G.  This is not applicable in our community

(If so, help us understand why)

1. Adopt a Programatic EIS

X


The City recently adopted its Olde Town Subarea Plan which contains an environmental review process, commonly referred to as “green sheets.”  The green sheets provide a fairly extensive level of environmental review and serves the basis for environmental review for future projects in the downtown area

2. Pursue or support strategies that promote Jobs – Housing Balance

X






3. Raise the SEPA threshold above 4 units (up to 20)




X



4. Enact provisions that allow or support Shared Parking
X
The City currently allows for the creation of shared parking, including within mixed use developments, in any location in the City.  The Urban Villages as well as other parts of the  City, also allow “tandem” parking for some residential uses.

5. Modify or amend UBC regulations to allow Wood Frame Construction in excess of 4 stories



X
The City currently does not regulate wood fram building by the number of stories, but rather by the height.  At this time the City does not plan to modify the UBC regulations because of concerns regarding safety.

6. Adopt provisions that allow Accessory Dwelling Units

X
The City is currently in the process of amending the land use code to allow for the creation of ADUs.  City staff and Planning Commissioners worked with ARCH to develop this code amendment.

7. Take action to create or support Public / Private Partnerships
X


The City has worked with private entities in the past in the development of affordable housing (e.g. a senior housing project on city-owned property was proposed) and will continue to explore opportunities for further future cooperation.

8. Pursue or support Developer Pairings



X




9. Conduct a Public Education Campaign / to support GMA and/ or Housing Issues


X





10. Please list other actions (not on the list above) that your community has done -or is considering as a way to support housing development.

The Housing Element in the City of Issaquah’s Comprehensive Plan contains policy statements and directions addressing affordable housing.  The City’s Urban Village Projects (Issaquah Highlands and East Village) each has a requirement that a certain percentage of affordable housing be provided.  Also, affordable housing is exempted from the City’s impact fee requirements.



11. Please list actions (not on the list above) that your community has done - or is considering as a way to promote housing affordability.

The City is still exploring opportunities to best address affordable housing.  Currently, the City is monitoring several different housing groups within the region (ARCH, Eastside Housing Forum, Housing Partnership, etc.) to determine how best to approach the issue of affordable housing in the future.   The City also encourages the provision of affordable housing by donating City land for affordable housing projects and by providing transitional housing opportunities on City-owned property.

12. Please add any other comments you would like to express.  ( i.e. if there are particular problems or barriers why these actions would not work or be appropriate in your jurisdiction)

The City is concerned that several of the criteria above would not promote affordable housing unless other issues are addressed in conjunction.  For example, while programmatic EIS activity may ease the cost and time required to construct new housing, there is no guarantee that such a reduction in cost would be passed on to the home buyer.  The City of Issaquah is currenlty meeting or exceeding all of its housing targets, and does not anticipate any future difficulties in meeting future housing targets.  However, the City is quite interested in any changes that specifically encourage affordable housing, such as Accessory Dwelling Units, Public Eductiona Campaigns, or Public/Private partnerships.  Consequently, those actions listed above that would only support housing development, without specifically addressing the issue of affordable housing as well, would not be appropriate for the City of Issaquah.
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