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A.  Yes, our community has done this.  (If you can, let us know how it is working)
B.  Our community is in the process of doing this.
C.  This is something that we might do, but we aren't working on it right now.
D.  This is something new that our community hasn't yet discussed.
E.  Our community is not likely to support this in the near future.
F.  Our community as considered this but decided not to pursue this particular strategy.
G.  This is not applicable in our community (If so, help us understand why)

1. Adopt a Programatic EIS


X

ORPP is looking at a pilot program.  Task include choosing a subarea and determining how it would work.






2. Pursue or support strategies that promote Jobs – Housing Balance


X

See note below






3. Raise the SEPA threshold above 4 units (up to 20)

The current threshold is 8 units.
X

DDES is writing an ordinance to increase threshold to 20 units in urban area;  an alternative would increase threshold to 20 units except for sites with sensitive areas.  Contact Greg Borba/DDES.






4. Enact provisions that allow or support Shared Parking

X

KCC 21A.18.040 covers shared parking requirements.



 
 
 

5. Modify or amend UBC regulations to allow Wood Frame Construction in excess of 4 stories

X

See additional comments in #12 below



 
 
 

6. Adopt provisions that allow Accessory Dwelling Units

X

This is currently a part of K.C.C. Title 21A.  Contact Chris Ricketts/DDES


 
 
 
 

7. Take action to create or support Public Private Partnerships

X

See additional comments in #12 below
 

 
 
 
 

8. Pursue or support Developer Pairings

X

See comments in #7 above and in #12 below.
 

 
 
 
 

9. Conduct a Public Education Campaign / to support GMA and/ or Housing Issues

X

GMA newsletters, Benchmark Report, County Website, Housing Affordability Bulletin, Media Events, See additional comments in #12 below
 


 
 
 

10. Please list other actions (not on the list above) that your community has done -or is considering as a way to support housing development.

· The King County Comprehensive Plan Executive Recommended 2000 Update would allow attached housing in R-1 through R-8 zones at densities allowed in the zone.

· The traffic and drainage standards have been re-written to allow the most current practices.  Contact Chris Ricketts/DDES.



11. Please list actions (not on the list above) that your community has done - or is considering as a way to promote housing affordability.

· DDES provides classes on the residential permit process and the SAO.  This provides builders and property owners critical information before they file permit applications.

· Sustainability incentives:  This is a long-term cost savings that reduces life cycle costs such as energy and water usage.



12. Please add any other comments you would like to express.  ( i.e. if there are particular problems or barriers why these actions would not work or be appropriate in your jurisdiction)

· Some County fire regulations go far beyond local and national standards.

· King County has stricter land use regulations that most jurisdictions.

· Using surplus property is showing to be successful, but the County is running low on such property. Other jurisdictions need to do this.

#2 Jobs Housing Balance:

1. Achieving a job-housing balance will be reviewed as part of the Buildable Lands project.  New OFM numbers will help determine whether growth targest should be revised.

2. Master Planned Developments, such as Redmond Ridge, are examples where a mixture of uses is required to gain a balance of commercial and housing (that is affordable to a variety of incomes).

3. In addition, provisions for mixed use development have been used to locate jobs and housing in proximity to each other.

4. The King County Comprehensive Plan designates a variety of centers that are intended to accommodate a mixture of jobs and housing to provide a balance between residential and commercial development.

#5 Wood Frame Construction is excess of 4 stories:

1. The UBC, as adopted by the State, limits wood construction to 4 stories.  King County has not amened this section.  King County Code allows a 5 story structure, however significant upgrades to the fire system must be made to accommodate the 5th story.  Contact Chris Ricketts/DDES

# 7  Public/Private Partnerships:

1. King Co. is working to develop affordable housing on surplus properties by working with private sector, including not-for profit and for profit developers. Examples include old gravel pit in Federal Way, two buildings in Pioneer Square and one building downtown. Also, 300 units of affordable housing will be built at Overlake in Redmond over a two-story park and ride structure.  Contact Larry Alacantra/ORPP.  The Transfer of Development Right program is also a partnership program.  Contact Mark Sollitto/ORPP

2. King County/Metro is currently involved in an aggressive program of Transit Oriented Development (TOD).  This program is focused on public/private redevelopment of park and ride sites (such as Overlake and Shoreline) or other transit related facilities (such as the Convention Center Bus Tunnel Station). 

3. The County’s housing funding programs often support public private partnerships.  Typcially private lenders and non-profit sponsors are involved, as well as other public funders.  New programs include the credit enhancement program, which is available to private developers who include affordable units in market-rate development, and the Open Door Loan program, which provides downpayment assistance to first time buyers in partnership with the Washington State Housing Finance Commission, Fannie Mae and two private lenders.

#8  Developer Pairings

1. Master Planned Developments, such as Redmond Ridge, are examples where commercial development has been paired with residential development as condition of development.  

2. Many of the Transit Oriented Development projects propose to pair housing development with commercial development.  

3. In addition, the development (or redevelopment) of King County surplus property for affordable housing mixed with commercial development is currently being proposed.  

#9  Public Education Campaign

1. In addition to supporting the current Regional Housing Project, King County has provided funding in the past to the Housing Partnership, Community Action Team and Livable Communities Coalition for Growth Management Education efforts.
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