
STATUS REPORT 2000:

on Key Housing Strategies



 


Name of Jurisdiction
City of Kirkland
Contact Person(s):
Dawn Nelson, Planning Supervisor, (425) 828-1131


A.  Yes, our community has done this.  (If you can, let us know how it is working)
B.  Our community is in the process of doing this.
C.  This is something that we might do, but we aren't working on it right now.
D.  This is something new that our community hasn't yet discussed.
E.  Our community is not likely to support this in the near future.
F.  Our community has considered this but decided not to pursue this particular strategy.
G.  This is not applicable in our community

(If so, help us understand why)

1. Adopt a Programatic EIS


X





2. Pursue or support strategies that promote Jobs – Housing Balance
X







3. Raise the SEPA threshold above 4 units (up to 20)
X

See attached notes







4. Enact provisions that allow or support Shared Parking
X







5. Modify or amend UBC regulations to allow Wood Frame Construction in excess of 4 stories



X




6. Adopt provisions that allow Accessory Dwelling Units
X







7. Take action to create or support Public / Private Partnerships

X






8. Pursue or support Developer Pairings



X




9. Conduct a Public Education Campaign / to support GMA and/ or Housing Issues
X







10. Please list other actions (not on the list above) that your community has done -or is considering as a way to support housing development.



11. Please list actions (not on the list above) that your community has done - or is considering as a way to promote housing affordability.



12. Please add any other comments you would like to express.  ( i.e. if there are particular problems or barriers why these actions would not work or be appropriate in your jurisdiction)

See attached notes



City of Kirkland

Supplemental Response to

Status Report 2000:  Key Housing Strategies

Dawn Nelson (425)828-1131

2.
The City’s adopted targets for jobs and housing in 2012 indicate that the ratio of the demand for housing from employment to the supply of housing will be near 1.0 (in balance).

3.
Kirkland raised the SEPA threshold from 4 to 9 units in 1984.  The City has not contemplated raising the threshold further since the 1995 amendments to RCW 43.21C.110.

4.
The City allows for both off-site and on-site shared parking arrangements.  Off-site shared parking is allowed within certain portions of the downtown, where developments may pay into a fee-in-lieu of parking fund or lease parking from other properties with excess parking available.  These provisions are used quite frequently.  Shared parking on adjoining properties is allowed elsewhere in the City but is not used extensively.  The City requires recorded agreements for off-site shared parking.  On-site shared parking is common in mixed-use developments where office or retail use the parking during the day and residents use the parking at night.  However, some recent developments have wanted to segregate the residential parking from the retail parking in their mixed-use developments.  There is also flexibility in the Zoning Code in determining guest parking requirements for residential uses.

5.
The City has allowed some 5-story wood frame residential construction under normal UBC regulations.  The development was Type II construction, with 2-hour exterior walls, fire resistive wood, and sprinkler.  This issue is limited to a small portion of the downtown where the height limit would allow 5-stories.

6.
Kirkland has allowed ADUs since 1995 and 42 have been approved.  This includes registration of previously existing units and construction of new units.  The City last reviewed the regulations in 1997.  Both attached and detached units are allowed.

7.
The City Council will be appointing a Housing Task Force, representing a variety of private and non-profit interests, to review issues related to affordable housing and housing affordability.  We also participate in the Eastside Housing Forum discussions and in ARCH, which provides funding for affordable housing projects.

9.
The City has sponsored seven community lectures on planning related issues over the past two years.  Our most recent event was a panel discussion about affordable housing.
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