
STATUS REPORT 2000:

on Key Housing Strategies



 


Name of Jurisdiction
City of Redmond
Contact Person(s):
Terry Silverman, Senior Planner, (425) 556-2480


A.  Yes, our community has done this.  (If you can, let us know how it is working)
B.  Our community is in the process of doing this.
C.  This is something that we might do, but we aren't working on it right now.
D.  This is something new that our community hasn't yet discussed.
E.  Our community is not likely to support this in the near future.
F.  Our community has considered this but decided not to pursue this particular strategy.
G.  This is not applicable in our community

(If so, help us understand why)

1. Adopt a Programatic EIS
X

Done as part of the comprehensive plan adoption.  Works well in narrowing issues for developments.







2. Pursue or support strategies that promote Jobs – Housing Balance
X

See comments below.







3. Raise the SEPA threshold above 4 units (up to 20)

X

Redmond is in the process of adopting 20 housing units as the SEPA threshold.






4. Enact provisions that allow or support Shared Parking
X

Generally works well.







5. Modify or amend UBC regulations to allow Wood Frame Construction in excess of 4 stories


X





6. Adopt provisions that allow Accessory Dwelling Units
X

ADU's are a permitted use in all residential zones.  We do not get many applications.







7. Take action to create or support Public / Private Partnerships
X

City has partnered with public/private on Coast Guard site.  Will continue to seek and promote partnerships.  Works well.







8. Pursue or support Developer Pairings

X

Currently considering a business head tax with portions to be used for housing.








9. Conduct a Public Education Campaign / to support GMA and/ or Housing Issues

X

Currently working with ARCH to develop public education programs.






10. Please list other actions (not on the list above) that your community has done -or is considering as a way to support housing development.

The City is considering predevelopment design of infrastructure improvements, more flexible parking standards, and additional bonus densities.  Existing parking standards already are low and contain significant flexibility.  Also, the recent adoption of the Overlake Neighborhood Plan included a planned action approving a housing intensive area for 1,300 new housing units.  The City has also worked with King County to promote the Overlake Transit Oriented Development to help kick-start the Overlake plan, as well as provide housing in an employment intensive area (jobs/housing balance).  All commercial zones allow housing in addition to retail and office uses.



11. Please list actions (not on the list above) that your community has done - or is considering as a way to promote housing affordability.

Redmond grants impact fee waivers for affordable housing.  Redmond contributes general fund money and Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH) for grants and loans to preserve existing affordable housing and to build new affordable housing.  We require that ten percent of the housing units in downtown developments must be affordable to households earning 80 percent or less of the King County median.  One bonus unit is granted for each affordable unit.  Affordable units are often negotiated as part of up zones.  We have a policy encouraging this.

Also considering incentives such as density bonuses for affordable units, and possibly implementing inclusionary zoning requirements for all new housing (like downtown).  We are also participating on the Eastside Housing Forum - working with cities, realtors, and the building community to promote housing and affordability.  Exploring using HUD's new Good Neighbor Program.



12. Please add any other comments you would like to express.  ( i.e. if there are particular problems or barriers why these actions would not work or be appropriate in your jurisdiction)

The City is currently conducting its five-year update to the Comprehensive Plan and will be examining policies and regulatory changes to encourage housing production and affordability.  It is anticipated this will be adopted in Spring, 2001.
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