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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The 2002 Housing Survey highlights actions taken by King County jurisdictions to address housing needs.  The survey gives special focus on efforts that support housing affordability and/or housing production.   This Survey is an update of six items from the GMPC Housing Survey of 2000 and also includes eight new topics.

Survey Topics

The survey contains responses for the following 14 housing issues that have been identified as critical in meeting the housing needs of King County’s citizens.  

	· Cottage Housing
	· Impact Fees

	· Transit Oriented Development
	· Infrastructure and Concurrency

	· Five Story Wood Frame Construction
	· SEPA

	· Accessory Dwelling Units
	· Permitting Processes

	· Flexible or Reduced Parking Standards
	· Capacity for a Diversity of Housing Choices

	· Design Standards
	· Jobs Housing Distribution

	· Incentive Programs
	· Affordable Housing Preservation


Survey Highlights:

The 2002 Survey showed significant progress over the last two years towards adopting Programmatic Environmental Impact Statements and provisions to allow 5-Story Wood Frame Construction.  In addition, progress has occurred to raise SEPA thresholds as well as in regard to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) provisions. 

Cottage Housing and Transit Oriented Development appear to be promising methods to increase the amount and diversity of housing choices throughout King County.  Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) programs also show promise with a number of jurisdictions enacting or considering these provisions.

Cities appear to be taking actions that will streamline permitting processes and design standards.  Quite a few cities have also enacted incentive programs to help support housing production, housing affordability and secure other public benefits.

Overall, many cities are working on updating their Comprehensive Plans and Zoning Codes to increase the amount and diversity of housing choices in their community and meet Countywide Planning Policy objectives for future growth.

Highlighted Actions Already Taken

· Completed Cottage Housing Projects in Seattle and Shoreline

· Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Projects at Overlake in Redmond and in Downtown Renton through the assistance of these cities and the King County TOD Program.

· Adoption of new Five Story Wood Frame Construction provisions in five cities.

· Accessory Dwelling Unit Promotion Program developed by a coalition of eastside cities through ARCH and the City of Seattle.

· Parking requirements eliminated in Seattle for housing serving residents at or below 30% of median income

· Affordable housing requirements for projects in Federal Way and Redmond.

· Surplus property used for affordable housing in projects such as Greenbrier Heights in Woodinville with the assistance of the City of Woodinville, ARCH and King County.

· Incentives, such as fee waivers or tax incentives, given to ownership housing projects located in Redmond, downtown Renton and downtown Kent.

· Short plats of up to 9 units allowed in several jurisdictions.

Highlighted Upcoming Actions

· Most jurisdictions are in the process of updating Comprehensive Plans and Zoning Codes to reflect new growth targets and adopt new strategies for housing production and affordability.

· Several cities will be adopting measures to increase housing density and capacity.

· Several cities are working on Demonstration Projects.

· There has been interest expressed to lobby the State to amend the Uniform Building Code to allow Five Story Wood Frame Construction.

· Monitoring continues through the Benchmarks and Buildable Lands Programs.
BACKGROUND

See attached: 

· 2002 Housing Survey Supplemental Highlights

· 2002 Housing Survey Summary Charts

RECOMMENDATION

Informational Briefing.  No action required.
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