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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Kirkland requests that the Countywide Planning Policies designate Totem Lake as an Urban Center.  This would involve including Totem Lake in the list of Urban Centers in Countywide Planning Policy LU-39.

BACKGROUND

In 1992, following the creation of the Countywide Planning Policies and during the City of Kirkland’s process to adopt the Comprehensive Plan, the City struggled with the decision to nominate Totem Lake as an Urban Center.  In 1993, the City Council chose to nominate Totem Lake, but later withdrew the nomination in 1995.

In January of this year, the Kirkland City Council adopted a new plan for the Totem Lake neighborhood of Kirkland.  The Totem Lake neighborhood is located in the northeast corner of Kirkland, and encompasses about one square mile.  Development in the neighborhood includes residential, office, retail, light industrial and institutional uses.  The City’s largest employer, Evergreen Hospital Medical Center is located within the neighborhood’s core, along with a national retail center, and interchanges to I-405.  

The new plan supports the designation of the Totem Lake Neighborhood as an Urban Center.  In April of 2002, Kirkland’s Mayor, Larry Springer, sent a letter requesting support of this request to Ron Sims, King County Executive. 
The September 25, 2002 GMPC staff report specifies the applicable King County and City of Kirkland policies which support the designation of Totem Lake as an Urban Center.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Approve Motion 02-6, which amends the Countywide Planning Policies by designating Totem Lake as an Urban Center. 


