Budget Advisory Task Force 

Draft Meeting Minutes

Meeting 5

Feb. 5, 2003

Snoqualmie Room, 4th Floor King County Courthouse

Present:  John Warner, Terrence Carroll, Booth Gardner, Darcy Goodman, Jim Hattori, Peggy Phillips, John Spellman, Aggie Sweeney, Bob Wallace

John Warner called the meeting to order and said public comments will be taken later in the meeting and group will start with labor presentation.

Staff then addressed questions asked at Jan. 22 meeting regarding the impact of Internet sales on County revenue and County mental health responsibilities.  See tab 5.

John then asked task force members to review meeting minutes from Feb. 5, 2003.  Members reviewed minutes and approved them.

Steve Call, Dave Gaba and Kathi Oglesby then led discussions on labor issues.  See tab 5.

John Warner then asked for public comments.

· Deb Eddy, Suburban Cities Association:  cities and counties throughout Washington State are finding themselves in identical situations.  Labor relations issues, efforts of all jurisdictions to engage with employees has been a challenge.  Concerned with twin cause – 747, 1% lid on property tax and the spiral of health care for all governments.  Won't be solved with a few recommendations.

· Carrie Seavers, City of Redmond:  Cities are also facing salary and benefits challenge.  Focusing on cost containment of health benefits.  

Recap of work to date and task force discussion:  Task Force members discussed the possibility of preparing an interim status report.  Consensus at this time is not to do so, but the group expressed interest in submitting a letter to Olympia supporting the concept of a utility tax for counties on parity with the authority that cities currently have.  The group agreed to set aside time at each future meeting to discuss potential recommendations.  John Warner asked all Task Force members to e-mail their "Parking lot of ideas" to Karen Reed.  A full list will be compiled and provided to Task Force members.

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Next meeting is Wed., Feb. 19, 2003, at 1:30 p.m.

