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Introduction

This paper provides basic information about facilities, organizations, museums, resources, and services that relate to heritage and cultural activities in King County.  Knowing where to find things can provide better recreational and educational experiences for individuals and groups.  A brief but useful guide providing general information about our area is given in the "Community Pages" section of the Seattle Phone Directory Yellow Pages.  It is available at larger public libraries around the state. 

There are several specialized papers in this series, including Historical Tours and Tourguides and Native American Resources of King County.  For a complete listing of publications available from the Landmarks and Heritage Program, request the Publications Checklist at the above address.  

Arts Organizations

The Business Volunteers for the Arts (BVA) has issued the valuable Puget Sound Arts Directory which is the most comprehensive guide of its type currently available.  There are nearly 400 listings of all types.  For information, contact BVA at 1301 Fifth Avenue Suite 2400, Seattle WA 98101-2603 or 389-7278.  The Space Finder for the Performing Arts in Seattle and King County is published by the Seattle (SAC) and King County Arts Commissions (KCAC).  SAC has also published public art guides to the area.  Contact KCAC at 506 Second Avenue, Suite 200, Seattle WA 98104-2307 or (206) 296-7580.  Contact SAC at 312 First Avenue North, 2nd Floor, Seattle WA 98109-4501 or (206) 684-7171.

Clubs and Organizations

The Seattle Public Library's Clubs and Organizations Directory is a useful source for locating many groups which do not maintain offices or who may not ordinarily be listed in phone directories. Many clubs and organizations provide a key to locating knowledgeable people, private collections and other resources.  Find the directory at the main or branch libraries.

Ethnic Heritage

The Ethnic Heritage Council's Contact: A Directory of Ethnic Organizations in Washington State, 3rd Edition, is a guide to over 900 ethnic organizations, including performing arts, museums, social service groups, language schools, sister city associations, ethnic churches and educational groups of all types.  The Council can be reached at 305 Harrison Street, Suite 326, Seattle WA 98109, (206) 443-1410.

Seattle King County Convention and Visitor's Bureau has published a Multi-Ethnic Guide to Seattle and King County which lists cultural sites, the arts, annual events and community resources.  For information, contact the Bureau at 520 Pike Street, Suite 1300, Seattle, WA 98101 or 461-5800.

Washington State has established several agencies dealing with ethnic and minority affairs, which may have contact lists or resource directories.  The agencies include:

· Governor's Office of Indian Affairs, 1515 South Cherry Street, P O BOX 40909, Olympia WA 98504-0909 or (360) 753-3860.

· Washington Commission on African American Affairs, 1011 10th Avenue SE, P O Box 40926, Olympia WA 98504-0926 or (360) 753-0127.

· Washington Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs, 501 South Jackson, Suite 301, Seattle WA 98104  or 464-5820

· Washington Commission on Hispanic Affairs, 1011 10th Avenue SE, P O Box 40924, Olympia WA 98504-0924 or (360) 753-3159.

Education

The annual Washington Education Directory published by Barbara Krohn and Associates is a comprehensive guide to all public and state-approved private schools (K-12); public and private colleges and universities; community and technical colleges; local, regional and state educational service agencies; and related education related organizations.  For information contact the publisher at 835 Securities Building, 1904 Third Avenue, Seattle WA 98101-1162 or 622-3538.

The Museum Educators of Puget Sound produce a useful Resource Guide, which highlights school programs offered by institutions in the region.  For information, contact Kathy Kuba at the Museum of History and Industry in Seattle at (206) 324-1126.  The Seattle Times publishes an annual Guide to Schools: Elementary, Middle, Junior High, which provides detailed information on schools in King County and in certain areas of neighboring counties. For information, contact the School Guide, c/o the Times at P.O. Box 70, Seattle WA 98111 or FAX at (206) 464-2261.

Festivals, Events and Folklife

Northwest Folklife publishes the Washington Festival Directory and Resource Guide, which is a comprehensive, statewide directory of events.  For information, contact Folklife at 305 Harrison Street, Seattle WA 98109 or 684-7300.  A number of other resources are available from Folklife.  Several other event guides are available at larger area bookstores.

Grants & Fundraising

The Pacific Northwest Grantmakers Forum issues a Member Directory that lists over 80 grantmaker organizations.  For information, contact the Forum at 1305 Fourth Avenue, Suite 214, Seattle, WA 98101.  Consultant Services Northwest publishes a Washington Foundation Directory which is indexed by geographic area, subject, support and recipients.  For information, contact the publisher at 839 NE 96th Street, Seattle WA 98115 or (206) 524-1950.  The Washington Secretary of State's Office publishes a Charitable Trust Directory listing grantmakers in the state.  For information, contact the Secretary of State's Office, Charitable Trust Division, P O Box 40234, Olympia, WA 98504-0234 or 1-800-332-4483.  The Seattle Public Library Main Branch at 1000 Fourth Avenue in Downtown Seattle has a Fundraising Resource Center with current information on foundations, fundraising and grants.  It issues a brochure, Fundraising Ideas for Your Group, listing useful articles and books.  Some of the resources listed above may be available at the Center. 

Heritage and Historic Preservation

The King County Landmarks and Heritage Program publishes a number of technical papers on historic preservation and heritage topics.  Among them are Annual Heritage Preservation Calendar (No. 36); Technical Information Catalogs and Lists (No. 11); and Researching Historic Houses (No. 5).  The Program also provides information on the King County Landmarks Register and several grant programs of the King County Landmarks and Heritage Commission.  For a Checklist of Publications, contact the Program at 506 Second Avenue Suite 200, Seattle WA 98104-2307 or (206) 296-7409.  

For information on the Seattle Landmarks programs, contact the Office of Urban Conservation, 700 Third Avenue Suite 400, Seattle, WA 98104 or (206) 684-0228. 

For information on State Heritage Register and National Register of Historic Places Landmark Programs, contact the Washington Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, P O Box 48343, Olympia, WA 98504-8343 or (360) 407-0752.

Historical Publications

Aside from the Books in Print indexes available at libraries and some bookstores and the publication lists of distributors and publishing houses, there are several guides to local and regional publications and authors.  The Association of King County Historical Organizations (AKCHO) has issued a guide to AKCHO Member Organizations Publications for Sale.  For information, contact AKCHO at P O Box 3257, Seattle WA 98114.  The Pacific Northwest Historians Guild also circulates a Catalog of Books by PNW Historians Guild Members.  For information, contact the Guild at P O Box 45687, Seattle WA 98145-0687.  The King County Landmarks and Heritage Program publishes a series of Historical Papers, including several comprehensive bibliographic studies of Seattle and King County.  

Historical Records

Historical Records of Washington State is a guide to public and private records held at government agencies, libraries, museums and institutions throughout the state.  The guide is dated and out of print, but can still be useful in locating major record groups.  For information on availability, contact the reference sections of major libraries or the Puget Sound Regional Branch of the Washington State Archives at 439-3785.  There are a number of archival guides available, including those for: the National Archives, Pacific Northwest Region; the Seattle Municipal Archives; and the King County Archives. 

Meeting Places & Activity Spaces

Where Shall We Meet is a guide to over 400 meeting places in the Seattle-King County area.  Copies are available at area libraries.  Contact the publisher, HOWPUB at 2724 NE 45th Street No. 202, Seattle WA 98105 or (206) 523-8135.  

Museums and Heritage Organizations

The Association of King County Historical Organizations periodically issues a Membership Directory, which is a valuable guide to a number of museums and heritage groups in King County.  For information, contact AKCHO at P O Box 3257, Seattle WA 98114.  The Washington Museum Association issues a Museum Directory of Washington State that lists over 400 museums, galleries, exhibiting agencies and emerging organizations.  For information, contact WMA at P O Box 5817, Factoria Station, Bellevue, WA 98006.  

Political Information

They Represent You: A Citizen's Directory of Elected Officials is published annually by the League of Women Voters of Seattle Education Fund.  It is an informative booklet listing federal, state, county, municipal and school district information.  Contact the League at 1402 18th Avenue, Seattle WA 98122 or 329-4848.  The Washington State Legislature's Bill Room at P O Box 40939, Olympia WA 98504-0939 or (360) 786-7573 can furnish copies of bills, status sheets, session calendars, and information items on how legislation is enacted and other valuable materials.  The Citizen's Guide to Metropolitan King County Government is available through some King County Council members.  For information contact the Council at King County Courthouse Room 1200, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle WA 98104 or (296) 296-1000.

Public Art

Art in Seattle’s Public Places: An Illustrated Guide by James M. Rupp is published by the University of Washington Press (1992) and is available at area libraries.  The Seattle Arts Commission also has published several guides, including: Seattle’s Public Art, edited by Diane Shamash and Steven Huss (1991); and a shorter version, A Directory of Seattle’s Public Art edited by Steven Huss (1992).  It is a comprehensive listing of 256 public art sites throughout the city, complete with map and index.  The King County Parks and Cultural Resources Department published a brochure, Art in the Parks: Something For Everyone with text by Liz Hessick. Northwest Coast Native and Native-Style Art by Lloyd J. Averill and Daphne K. Morris, published by the University of Washington Press, is an access guide to traditional and modern art works in the area.  
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