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“But my building isn't like the Smith Tower..."

It may not be, but your building nonetheless has special historic and architectural significance.  Whether your building is a small bungalow or an ornate Queen Anne, it is an important part of the development heritage of your neighborhood and King County.  It is King County’s rich collection of historic buildings, sites, objects, and structures that helps to make the region unique.   We are fortunate to have some of the finest examples of 19th and early 20th century buildings that were constructed by our pioneer founders and their descendants in the Northwest.  It is important today that we recognize our heritage and preserve it for future generations so that they may enjoy and appreciate King County’s diverse and colorful history.

It is the quality of our neighborhoods that makes our communities a good place to live, work, raise a family, and retire.  King County’s historic neighborhoods offer a particularly charming quality of life.  To maintain this historic character, as well as the health of the neighborhoods, King County developed an historic preservation program, adopted in 1980, that governs and reviews changes to significant historic buildings.

To carry out the program, the County established a Landmarks Commission made up of county residents who volunteer their time to preserve and protect historic buildings.  In addition to designating buildings as King County or Community Landmarks, the Commission also reviews proposed changes to Landmarks, as well as plans for demolition and new construction.

“Does this mean I can’t paint my house purple?”

There are, however, certain things that do require review.  Any alteration to a designated feature of significance which changes the appearance or materials of the building is subject to the review process.  Something that may seem insignificant, such as the replacement of a window or the application of new aluminum siding, can permanently damage the historic value of the building.  Guidelines for alterations and additions to historic buildings have been adopted by the Landmarks Commission and are available from the Historic Preservation Office.

The County’s historic preservation regulations are not designed to force property owners to maintain their properties in a certain way or to restore the building.  The preservation regulations have nothing to do with mowing or not mowing your grass, allowing trash to pile up, etc.  These are code enforcement issues that are dealt with by an entirely different division of the County, and there is no connection with the historic preservation program.

Landmark Designation Program

Does:

•
Preserve and protect important historic buildings, sites, objects, and structures in King County

•
Encourage additional historic research and the distribution of information about historic buildings and districts

•
Foster civic pride and appreciation of our heritage

•
Offer free restoration and rehabilitation information to interested individuals and property owners

•
Make available grant monies for restoration of designated landmarks

•
Allow the cost of certain types of restoration to be deducted from the assessed value of the property

•
Require review of alterations to designated features of significance

•
Require review of demolitions of contributing buildings and any new construction within the boundaries of designated historic districts

•
Improve the economy of the area by promoting local history if property owners choose to do so

•
Stabilize and improve property values in historic districts if property owners choose to take advantage of available incentives

Does Not:

•
Automatically prevent property owners from making changes to their buildings or regulate painting of their buildings

•
Require review of ordinary maintenance or in-kind replacement of existing materials

•
Require that the building be open to the public

•
Usurp individual property rights

•
Force businesses to change signage

•
Require improvements or restoration of the building

•
Require placement of historical signs or plaques
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