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SADIKIFU Z. AKINA-JAMES

Selected Accomplishments – Volunteer and Professional

· 1999 Honoree, The Children’s Alliance, Voices for Children Award for her volunteer advocacy efforts on the behalf of children.

· As a volunteer for the Black Child Development Institute of Seattle, Sadikifu lead a ten year effort to improve outcomes for African American children and families in the public child welfare system.  This effort resulted in the creation of the project in Region 4 DCFS that has become the Office of African American Children Services (OAACS).   For this effort, Sadikifu was honored with the Year 2000 University of Washington Health Sciences Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. award.

· Originator and Co-Founder of the Seattle Black College Fair.  For twenty years, the Black College Fair has been a vital resource for hundreds of African American youth in Washington State to encourage and bring to fruition their dreams of a college education.

· 2001 Honoree, Minority Executive Director’s Coalition of King County, for her participation in the effort that lead to the creation of the advocacy group, Children of Color Advocates and Organizers.

· Professionally, Sadikifu has a long history of working with communities to achieve results, including:

· Worked with local citizen groups in North and South King County to establish the programs that have become Kent Youth & Family Services and Northshore Youth & Family Services.

· Facilitated the start-up of Environmental Works, a non-profit community design center.

· Chaired the Program Committee of Health Care for the Homeless (Funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation) from its inception up to its absorption by the Seattle-King County Health Department.

· Wrote, received and adminstered the first Northwest Area Foundation grant in Washington State to train child care workers.

· As Coordinator for King County’s Child Care Program, organized a conference on Children, Race and Racism, followed by the inroduction of the People’s Institute with their first Undoing Institutional Racism workshop in the Seattle area.

· Started the East Cherry YWCA culturally specific program for African American victims of domestic violence.
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