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I need to thank the other humanitarians who were a part of this extraordinary effort.

As always, I applaud King County Executive Ron Sims for responding to a community’s concern and I thank him for assigning me to this project.  It was an opportunity to serve the community.

Cheryl Markham deserves great kudos for incredible skill in negotiating the price with HUD from $10 million to $2.3 million.

Peggy Pahl and Robert Steer of the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office spent countless hours attending meetings, and developing and reviewing many documents to keep us legal.

Harold McNelly of the county’s Property Services Division shepherded the very complicated transfer of property between HUD, King County and OIC.

When asked, Kim Herman, Executive Director of the Washington State Housing Finance Commission, stepped up with a financing plan and his commissioners supported him.

Henry Beauchamp and his organization, OIC of Washington, never wavered in their quest to acquire Branch Villa nursing home.

Nat Jackson and the Community Coalition to Save Branch Villa were the driving force behind this effort. They demonstrated amazing perseverance to ensure that seniors at Branch Villa could know peace.

Today, it feels really good to know that we, the government of the people, have made such a difference in the lives of citizens here in Martin Luther King Jr. County.

Thank you very much for this award.

