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KING COUNTY CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 

ANNOUNCES STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS

 
On January 13, 2005, the King County Civil Right Commission will present their Sixth Annual 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay Writing Contest Award for the best student essays on Dr. King’s work.  
 
The students selected were: Brisa Halviatti of Kirkland, from the Northwest School, first prize winner of $100; Ryan Walsh of Maple Valley from St. Anthony School, second prize winner of $75; and Aaron Williams of Renton from St. Anthony School, and third prize winner of $50.  
"This year, we received over 130 student essays representing different parts of King County," said Christine Landon, Chair of the Commission. "Many of these students have experienced discrimination and racism first hand and strongly identify with Dr. King’s vision of an inclusive, non-prejudiced society. They believe that, “with hope and courage, we can empower and inspire people around us to change our society."
 
The King County Civil Rights Commission sponsored its annual Essay Contest in the fall of 2004, with the theme: The Struggle Continues.  The contest was open to all 8th graders in public and private schools in King County and was intended to encourage students to think critically about Dr. King's legacy of peace and justice.  All essays were judged on the author’s knowledge of Dr. King and his work in the Civil Rights Movement, originality of ideas, development of point of view, insight, and clarity of expression, organization, and grammar. 
 
The King County Civil Rights Commission Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay Writing Contest Awards will be presented at the annual King County Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration ceremony on Thursday, January 13, 2005 at 12 noon, at the Fifth Avenue Theatre.  This event is wheelchair accessible, ASL interpreted and free and open to the public.  
 
For more information about the King County Civil Rights Commission, please contact Commission Administrator, Paula Harris-White at 206-296-8610.  
 
NOTE TO PRESS: Copies of the three winning essays are available upon request.  Please contact the Commission Administrator for further details.
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