RESULTS OF DOT EXERCISE 

MPTF Public Meetings, May 13 and 15, 2002 & Employee Meeting

Contract out maintenance and operations to private and/or non-profit firms


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
42
57
0
99

Red
33
21
63
117

Transfer ownership of county parks and pools located in cities to cities


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
108
61
2
171

Red
10
34
19
63

Operating reductions


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
4
11
0
15

Red
27
36
0
63

Increase use of volunteer and work crews from jail to perform maintenance in parks


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
50
50
0
100

Red
28
22
45
95

Charge Metro Transit for use of parking lots in some parks as Park-and-Ride lots, use funds for parks maintenance


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
28
25
9
62

Red
11
18
8
37

Sell advertising in parks, e.g. advertising panels or ballfield fences


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
21
107
51
179

Red
73
9
2
84

Use other county funds to pay for portions of parks system (e.g. road fund to pay for trails, surface water management fees for existing park maintenance)


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
53
64
81
198

Red
20
10
1
31

Create a new special purpose taxing district to own and operate county parks (funded by new property tax)


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
53
36
22
111

Red
84
48
21
153

Mothballing facilities


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
0
0
0
0

Red
278
217
64
557

Charge parking fees at parks facilities


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
14
9
7
30

Red
80
58
14
152

Re-direct rental car tax to pay for pool and parks maintenance


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
123
78
60
271

Red
6
8
2
16

Build facilities like restaurants or driving ranges in some parks to generate revenue to help fund maintenance


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
41
74
63
178

Red
58
22
5
85

Selling naming rights to generate revenue


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
37
5
25
67

Red
42
148
11
201

Increase user fees


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Employee Meeting
Total

Green
107
73
29
209

Red
23
15
8
46

Raise county taxes to pay for parks


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Total

Green

22
22

Red

63
63

Sell some parks to developers and apply proceeds to maintain other parks


Redmond H.S.
Lake Wilderness
Total

Green

5
5

Red

148
148

Suggestions:

· Do not close existing parks to open new ones!  We’re happy with what we have and will not miss something we’ve never had (a new park).

· Present parks are needed.  Don’t spend money on developing new facilities.

· Whey spend money on new parks only to have their fate ultimately be a closure?  Keep what we have, what else is there, anyway?

· Amen to the above.

· Sell newly purchased land on lake Sawyer – perhaps to City of Black Diamond.

· Need RV park for income.

· Public/private partnerships to operate facilities.

· How about some of Sam’s 60,000,000 to help parks?

· Have teen voluntarily fundraise and clean parks!

· Cut the $85/hr. person and save the positive things kids have.  There are only so many these days.

· Stop helping people that should/can help themselves.

· Do not make the parks a billboard for corporate advertising!

· Stick to the policy and planning King County Comprehensive Plan 2000, adopted February 12, 2001.  Please refer to page 123, p. 108-112, page 124 #3, page 127, p. 132-138.

· Put REI at Marymoor and let the fees from them cover maintenance costs.  They can teach programs too!

· Reduce the size and budget of County Council especially Kent Pullen and David Irons who didn’t even come to the meeting.

· Decrease supply budget to office use – over purchasing!

· Imagine what this land will look like after 2 years of no trash pick-up/maintenance/restrooms but foot access.  Do you really think people will pack it in pack it out?

· Combine support staff among city/state/county parks – e.g. do all 3 levels need someone arranging trash pick-up?

· Higher fees for non-county residents.

· Cut mandated services by reducing FTE’s and maintaining some level of service just like parks has done in the last 10 years.

· If the KC funding is, in part, dictated by state law, is is not appropriate for our elected state legislature and officials to address this difficult problem!

· Charge for parking but on sliding scale – less for carpool.

· If user fees increase, provide scholarships, low income rates also.

· If is not fair to punish low income people with increased user fees.  This may be the only way a family or kids can de-stress and get away to exercise.

· If this were proposed in, say, Chicago, there would be rioting in the street.  Parks are people!

· You could try a donation lock box, people who enjoy parks can donate as they can but not be forced to.

· Transfer parks to cities tht can afford them.

· Tax professional sports teams in King County with all funds going to parks and rec.

· If we have less county funds because cities have incorporated then we need less County Council members.  We also need to look at the cost of all the judges we don’t need and the cost of the criminal justice system.

· Charge dedicated funds a fee to cover cost of county administration and council who are charged with disbursing the funds.

· Reduce the number of County Council members from 13 to 5 (use their salaries to fund our parks).

· Change state law to use money raised from baseball and football stadiums to not only buy new parks but fund their maintenance.

· Build revenue generating quality daycare on parks sites.

· Fund them.

· King County has received acres of land from developers (Polygon) in 4 to 1 grants out here in Maple Valley – get some revenue from this land to King County in order to keep the land and property valuable out here!

· Seasonal parking passes like we use for state parks.

· Cut the King County Council from 15 people and 5 staff to reflect the fact that King County is almost entirely corporated into cities.

· Consider re-looking at the 68 percent that is going to the courts, jails and judicial system.  Whey does each prisoner cost $40,000/year?

· Cut administration starting with Ron Sims and his highly paid staff!  

· Get legislation to transfer all county pools located at high schools to the school districts.

· Retain KCAC under county control…

· Send the actual King County budget and proposals to reduce parks and social services 100 percent by 2004 – to all voters and provide avenues for debate.  Call Nancy at 425-432-1272 for facts.

· There used to be 9 Councilmen – now there is 13 with 5 staff each.  This alone could save the park system – Ron Sims office could save social services.

· Be honest.

· Raise 5% borrowing limit and issue bonds.

· Reduce King County Council from 13 members and 5 staff to 9 and 3 staff and restore all money needed for parks. 

· Give employees with lots of seniority a golden hand shake and hire lower paid employees.

· 68 percent of King County funds are going to the judicial system – let’s take a hard look!

· Get rid of King County Council monster salaries.

· If cuts rae made to parks and services, cut administration proportionately.

· Reduce KC Council positions and staff.

· Remove parks and recreation from general fund, have separate operating budget for P&R, special (very small) tax to be used only for this purpose.

· Get local governments (Covington/Kent/Maple Valley) to share in expense.

· Do not do a separate tax stream to a separate taxing district – KC needs to learn how to economize just like the private sector.  No more taxes.

· Do not lump volunteers and inmates together.  Different issues entirely.

· Use of jail inmates would be cheap, but would put other people out of work!  Volunteers okay.

· Cut administration beginning with Ron Sims and his huge staff, luxury cars, trips, golf, and etc.

· Look at Brittania model in Canada for shared facility/funding.

· Sell the assets to the highest bidder.  Private enterprise can and will do an efficient job.

· Use SWM funds for surface water projects only – which are desperately needed in some areas.  Allow local citizens to maintain parks (assist) on a volunteer basis.

· Cut the County Council to 5 members with 2 staff each (not 3).

· Audit County departments – where is money going?  Too many middle managers?

· There have been 3 drownings already this spring – kids need to learn to swim and have safe places.

· No criminals working at park – not very deterrent – criminals could build “houses for humanity.”  Don’t take jobs from our youth.

· Do not privatize parks.  This is a public service and should be controlled by only those with the public interest for motivation.  I’m willing to pay taxes to those who are responsive in using them wisely.

· Don’t sell out to advertising.  Only legitimizes graffitti.

· Open the pool on Sunday to increase income and employment opportunities.

· Alllow cell tower revenue (such as the ones in Bridal Trails State Park) go to the park it is on and not the general fund.

· First – answer bond obligation issue before any time and homey is spent on this process!  The primary budget expanse in prisons, lets look at meaningful prison reform to lower our prison expenses. Let’s not turn criminals back on the street as an answer, lets take the revolving door concept out of the prisons.  Prisoners need training and skills to succeed.  Let’s see them do labor to offset their expenses and ctonribute.  Let’s look  at what programs are effective in other states.

· Parks provide recreation which is a building block for health children.  Take the parks away today and watch the increase in the prison population 5 years from now.

· Cut out Council members’ pet projects and boodoggles like Cuba a sister government.  All of your suggestions are ways to raise money.  Phooey!  Fund projects to cut!

· Keep people informed prior to asking opinions.

· Have an indpendent volunteer task force quickly evaluate current budget allocation and make recommendation to the County Council for an emergency vote (if necessary of public) to reallocate funds more responsibly!

· What would he County do is the County was asked to help save 500-1,000 kids from drug problems?  We’d find the money!!  This is preventative activity.  Don’t shut down the high school swimming programs and youth swimming programs.  Idle youth will cost the County more in money and morally.

· Adopt a park is better than corporate sponsorship.

· Hold a public meeting in a facility big enough for everyone.

· Cut some public transportation in areas where hardly any people travel.  I see so many buses going empty with hardly one or two persons per bus.  This is an every day event.

· Re-establish King County Parks and Recreation Sports leagues which are proven money-makers.  

· Reduce budget for both KC Council and KC Executive by 50 percent = $15 mil proposed reduction to parks.

· Once these short term issues are addressed, some one has to address the fact that the tax structure as it stands is dysfunctional.  We will be constantly have to go through this pain unless someone has the guts to take a stand.

· Do not sell naming rights because the historic memory behind the name would be lost – however; encourage an adopt the park program which allows corporate or community groups to put their name under the park name showing their financial or volunteer hour sponsorship.

· Set-up parks as part of the recipient of concurrency money from developers.

· Take away a small percentage of tax break from businesses.

· You have no voter confidence is to say what you want and do it.

· Charge Samm. Rowing a proper fee – They pay $1.00 for a whole area for a whole year clogging w. lk. Samm. Pkwy N.E. – severely limiting the purchased property to preserve the critical.  Any program (sports, etc.) run by County – County gets money not all the user group.

· Transfer parks to non-profit organizations (like 60 acres).

· Charge per car fee per year of $25 (sticker) per day $2.00.

· Increasing user fees might make the public parks cost prohibitive to the poorer people who so desperately need a diversion.

· Find non-profits to adopt areas of interest to maintain like SODA maintains the dog exercise area at Marymoor.

· This of trails as transportation and take advantage of federal grant money to build or maintain trails.

· Yea – take the homey for the stadium.  I voted against twice and pay for park and pool.  If we don’t like the outcome of vote can we have another election, too?

· Don’t go back on forward thrust – break more voter trust.

· Look at what made PID work and follow/improve the process/idea.

· Housing development to pay for maintenance and new facilities similar to roads/utilities. 

