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The Ongoing County Budget Crisis

· The County reduced spending by $41 million this year, and faces a $52 million projected shortfall in 2003, with $30 million shortfalls projected for future years.

· King County, over the next three years, will have to cut 22 percent of services funded by the current expense or general fund unless, or until, a solution is found.

· State law requires King County to fund numerous services, particularly the criminal justice system of courts, the sheriff, prosecutor, jails and juvenile detention.  

· Criminal justice costs are taking an increasingly larger percentage of the county’s general fund budget and are now more than 67 percent of the general fund.

· Sales tax revenue from many suburban shopping and business districts that used to go to King County now goes to cities as these areas were annexed or incorporated to become new cities.  

· Only about 10 percent of property taxes collected by the King County Assessor actually support King County government, the rest goes to the state, cities, special taxing districts and voter approved services such as schools and libraries.

· The increased cost of providing services mandated by state law, the economic downturn, and a variety of voter-approved tax limitations are forcing the county to make very tough choices about services historically funded by its general fund.

· That leaves a smaller piece of the budget pie for important services like parks, health, social services and the arts that are not mandated by the state.  

Parks Responds 

· 29 jobs eliminated in 2002 budget including 19 planners and administrators

· $3.4 million cut from budget in 2002 through staff reductions and parks transfer, and parks was merged into the Department of Natural Resources

· 44 parks closed during the winter, 20 remain closed

· Another $1 million cut since the beginning of 2002 

· Parks is faced with a $15 million cut in 2003 from $18.5 million that comes from the County’s general fund.  

· A few facilities like the Enumclaw Golf Course are self-supporting while some receive money from other parts of the county budget.

Volunteers Help Out

· Volunteers contribute an average 37,000 hours of work every year

· 300 groups volunteered 44,000 hours in the year 2000

· The Adopt-A-Park program includes seven groups that actively help manage natural areas and restoration projects

· Volunteers cannot replace all staff who have needed professional skills 

· Parks is developing a plan to use low risk jail inmates for some work 

King County parks and recreation includes:

· 25,000 acres of park, recreation and open space lands

· 200 miles of trails

· 157 athletic fields

· 183 parks

· 16 pools

· six community centers

· one golf course

The Metropolitan Parks Task Force

Community volunteers were appointed to the Metropolitan Parks Task Force this spring and charged with examining the parks funding crisis.  They will recommend short-term and long-term funding solutions and ways to keep as many parks and facilities open as possible despite the budget shortfall.  The County Executive and the County Council will consider the recommendations along with public comments as they develop a budget for 2003.  

Timeline

June
Task Force makes preliminary recommendations to County Executive about parks funding

July-Sept.
County takes public comment and makes final budget decisions

October
Executive sends proposed 2003 county budget to Council

November
Council adopts 2003 budget

Tell the Task Force your thoughts about the parks funding crisis

· Metropolitanparks@attbi.com
· (206) 205-8768

· Metropolitan Parks Task Force 

615 Second Ave, Suite 525

Seattle, WA 98104

http://www.metrokc.gov/exec/mptf/

The King County Parks Web address is http://www.metrokc.gov/parks/

