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· The Metropolitan Parks Task Force recommends a countywide, 6-year, 5.5-cent levy to maintain regional and rural parks. 

· A 5.5-cent property tax levy would cost the owner of a $250,000 home $13.75 a year.

· The Task Force considered three funding options: a Property tax levy lid lift, creation of a special purpose parks district and the sale of some park assets.

· The levy would provide funds to continue to maintain and operate regional park facilities – such as Marymoor Park, Cougar Mountain Park, regional trails and the Weyerhauser King County Aquatic Center.  

· Also included are rural parks.  The Growth Management Act calls for all parts of King County to help maintain the rural areas.

· Parks in urban unincorporated areas would not be supported with levy funds, rather existing County resources will be applied to support these parks.

· The levy will also include a small amount of money to provide for increased levels of maintenance—to take better care of what we have—as well as a contingency fund, and funding of partnerships with private not-for-profit community groups operating active recreation programs.

· In shaping its recommendations, the Task Force considered citizen comment from a poll and focus groups, and testimony from cities and other stakeholders.

· The County Parks System has taken numerous innovative actions in the last 6 months, as recommended by the Task Force.

· The budget and staffing levels were trimmed by more than 35 percent.

· Dozens of facilities have been transferred to cities saving the County millions of dollars—and ensuring that these facilities remain open to the public.

· New entrepreneurial programs have been launched to generate substantial new revenue, such as the summer concert series at Marymoor expected to generate as much at $300,000 annually.

· The alternative to levy funding is closure of dozens more parks beginning in 2004.

