The Future of King County Parks and Recreation

Why did King County close 20 parks?

· King County is facing a significant budget shortfall in the County's general expense fund. The shortfall is a result of an antiquated funding structure under which counties statewide operate.  The 150 year-old system severely constrains revenue growth due to the capping of the property taxes and the dependence on the volatile sales tax.  Unlike cities and the state, we have no other revenue sources. 
· King County’s estimated general fund revenue shortfall in 2003 is $50 million, and we estimate there will be an additional $25 - $30 million shortfall in each of the next two years. 

· The County’s general fund pays for our regional justice system, parks, social services and the general government infrastructure.  The general fund must pay for certain services as required by law, such as jails, courts, and prosecutors. Parks are not required or mandated by law.

· King County has already eliminated several departments, and reduced administrative overhead and employees. A hiring freeze has been in place for two years. 

· To help find additional savings, King County has closed 20 parks year round (an additional 24 were closed from November to February), eliminated the Heritage Festival held at Marymoor Park, eliminated playground and preschool programming, and reduced park maintenance.

Will more parks and facilities be closed?

· We do not know the answer to this question at this time. Further cuts and closures will occur later this fall if no funding solutions are identified and approved. 
· The County is also taking reductions in human services, community corrections and treatment facilities as well as parks.
Does this affect athletic fields or swimming pools?

· Current fees for pools, fields and activities do not cover costs. Fees often only cover 15-35% of costs. King County can no longer afford to subsidize these services.  
· Athletic fields and swimming pools owned and maintained by the County could be affected by the current budget crisis.

What is being done to address the financial crisis?

The county is pursuing a number of options to keep parks and facilities open, including:

· Reducing costs and eliminating some parks programs

· Transferring parks to cities

· Partnering with non-profits

· Researching corporate sponsorship of facilities

· Working at the state level to adopt a measure to change state statute to allow greater revenue generating ability for the county.

· Increased or new athletic field, facility use and program fees to offset a greater portion of costs.

· King County Executive Ron Sims and the County Council have created a Metropolitan Parks Task Force to address long term funding solutions for the county parks. This independent Task Force continues to meet, seek public input and analyze options.  A recommendation is expected from the task force to King County in mid June.

If I have comments what can I do? 

The Metropolitan Parks Task Force is seeking public input.

Two public meetings will be held to gain feedback from County residents 

· Monday, May 13, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  Redmond High School Little Theater – 17272 NE 104th St. - Redmond.

· Wednesday, May 15, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Lake Wilderness Community Center - 22500 SE 248th St. – Maple Valley.

The Task Force is accepting comments by e-mail, phone and mail.

· Metropolitanparks@attbi.com
· (206) 205-8768

· Metropolitan Parks Task Force 

615 Second Ave, Suite 525

Seattle, WA 98104

Public comments can additionally be submitted to King County elected officials. 

King County Executive Ron Sims

King County Courthouse
516 Third Avenue, Room 400
Seattle, WA 98104
Phone: (206) 296-4040
Fax: (206) 296-0194 
TTY: (206) 296-0200 

exec.sims@metrokc.gov
King County Council 

King County Courthouse
516 Third Avenue Room 1200
Seattle, WA 98104-3272 

Phone: (206) 296-1000

Fax: (206) 296-0198

TTY (206) 296-1024. 

The County Council’s public comment email page is located at this web address:

http://www.metrokc.gov/comments/comment.cfm
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