Exhibit H

Metropolitan Parks Task Force

January 8, 2003

REVISED MINUTES

Present:  Bob Wallace, Gene Duvernoy, Roger Thordarson, Louise Miller, 

Irene Eldridge, Steve Ohlenkamp, Peter Orser, Lynn Claudon, Roger

Hoesterey, , Martin-Jamie Durkan, Jim Hattori.

Gene Duvernoy called meeting to order and discussed the

background on redefining the parks system and described Phase II of the 

task force mission; members and staff introduced themselves.

Staff presented a summary of accomplishments to date based on the 

Task Force Recommendations.

Karen Reed presented an overview of the parks financial situation and the 

three options that were to be considered after streamlining of the system 

and entrepreneurial ventures were pursued.  The options were: a levy lid

lift; a parks district, or the sale of assets.  The various options from no levy to varying sizes of levies were discussed. 

Questions and comments followed the presentation and included 

whether more information could be provided on the sale of park assets; 

County policies on SWM and road fund/unincorporated area levy expenditure; operating costs of parks transferred in 2002. 

Roger Hoesterey and Lee Springate led a discussion about the 

components of successful parks and open space levies. 

Bob Wallace summarized the meeting, and the meeting was adjourned.

Metropolitan Parks Task Force

January 16, 2003

MINUTES

Present:  Gene Duvernoy, Bob Wallace, Rick Bender, Jamie Durkan, Irene Eldridge, Lynn Claudon, Roger Thordarson, Steve Ohlenkamp, Jim Hattori, Roger Hoesterey, Louise Miller. 

Gene Duvernoy  called meeting to order, which was followed by introductions.  

There was no public comment.

The minutes of the January 8, 2003 Task Force meeting were approved.

Karen Reed presented information responding to questions raised at the January 8, 2003 meeting and provided additional background information (see packet materials).

Paul Irby of Herbert Research gave an overview of the scope of focus groups scheduled for January 20 which are intended to obtain more information on citizens’ attitudes about parks and open space and financing issues.

Allison Peters of Evergreen Research and Tim Hatley of the political action committee “Parks and Recreation Coalition” (PARC) presented the results of a poll regarding various options for funding King County Parks.

Paul Irby provided additional information regarding the focus groups, following the presentation of the poll results.

The meeting was then adjourned.

Metropolitan Parks Task Force

January 22, 2003
MINUTES

Present:  Bob Wallace, Gene Duvernoy, Roger Thordarson, Louise Miller, Rick Bender,  Steve Ohlenkamp, Peter Orser,  Lynn Claudon, Roger Hoesterey, Irene Eldridge 

Gene Duvernoy called meeting to order; members and staff introduced themselves.

There was no public comment.

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.

Hebert Research presented a summary of the focus groups.  The focus groups were consistent with the polling that was conducted by Evergreen Research.  A small levy was favored; participants expressed concern over accountability.

Stakeholders then made presentations.

Ken Bounds from the City of Seattle presented three principles that Seattle believed were “important for the task force to consider”

1) taxes collected in the City of Seattle should come back to City parks

2) the money should be handled and distributed by Seattle’s elected officials

3) the city’s use of funds could be consistent with any “regional” or other levy themes

Wendy Berry from the City of Shoreline emphasized that the City did not want Shoreline residents paying for local urban services and that the City would likely be skeptical of any levy that funded anything other than regional parks.

Geoff Clayton from ASPYRE spoke about the need for additional recreational facilities and expressed support for the County’s ADOPs program.

Patrick Foran of Bellevue emphasized the need for integrated long-term solutions.  He emphasized that Parks should not be punished for its success.

Barry Russell of Kirkland suggested that the levy might have better success if grouped in a compatible package.

Jim Pearman of Mercer Island discussed the financial pressured on cities in light of voter-approved initiatives and other factors.    He encouraged a general, overall fix to the financial issues facing the County.

Deb Eddie of Suburban Cities encouraged long-term strategic planning because financial crises are not limited to parks and various stakeholders are competing for the same funds. 

Questions followed the stakeholder presentations.

Gene Duvernoy suggested that another meeting would likely be necessary for the Task Force to complete its work.

The meeting was adjourned.

Metropolitan Parks Task Force

January 29, 2003

Minutes

Present:  Bob Wallace, Gene Duvernoy, Roger Thordarson, Louise Miller, Rick Bender, Steve Ohlenkamp, Peter Orser, Lynn Claudon, Roger Hoesterey, Jim Hattori, and Jamie Durkan.

Gene Duvernoy called meeting to order.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

There was no public comment.

Karen Reed presented an overview of the work of the Budget Advisory Task Force (BATF).  The presentation included an overview of the structural funding gap facing the County.  Bob Wallace and Jim Hattori commented on the work of the BATF and answered questions.  The work of the BATF is scheduled to be completed in June.

Gene Duvernoy then led a discussion of funding alternatives for parks and reiterated the mission of Phase II of the task force.  There was a consensus that the potential alternatives to a levy lid lift were unworkable.  The task force reviewed and commented on proposed recommendations.  Members discussed the pros and cons of various sizes and terns of a levy.  A motion was made and seconded to recommend a levy of 5.5 cents for 6 years.  Discussion ensued and the motion was ultimately withdrawn.  A motion to recommend a 5 cent levy for 6 years was made and seconded and received unanimous vote of the members present.

The task force agreed to another meeting to finalize its recommendations, and the meeting was adjourned.

Metropolitan Parks Task Force

February 6, 2003
DRAFT MINUTES

Present:  Bob Wallace, Gene Duvernoy, Roger Thordarson, Louise Miller, Irene Eldridge, Steve Ohlenkamp, Peter Orser,  Lynn Claudon, Roger Hoesterey, Jamie Durkan, and Jim Hattori

Gene Duvernoy opened the meeting.

There was no public comment.

Grover Cleveland gave an update on the Parks Division and answered questions.

Bob Wallace opened the discussion regarding the potential size of a levy.  The consensus was that a levy of between 5 cents and 6 cents per $1000 of assessed valuation was appropriate.  There was a discussion of the need for increased maintenance levels at County parks and the cost of such maintenance.  Karen Reed answered questions regarding the various options and each task force member gave his or her perspective on the optimum size for the levy.   The task force emphasized that the Parks Division must be encouraged to continue its progress to raise non-tax revenue and meet the other Task Force recommendations. 

A motion was made to recommend a 5.5 cent levy for six years.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  

