The Snoqualmie Watershed

Watershed Facts:

· The Snoqualmie watershed encompasses nearly 700 square miles and is a major part of the Snohomish River basin. 

· The watershed supports wild populations of native coho, chinook, chum and pink salmon, as well as steelhead, cutthroat, and rainbow trout. 

· Tributaries to the Snoqualmie River produce as many adult coho salmon as all Oregon Coast streams combined.

· More than 75% of the watershed is in the Forest Production District. 

· Most of the Snoqualmie River floodplain below Snoqualmie Falls is classified as Agriculture Production District and is zoned for low-density agricultural uses. Through the Farmlands Preservation Program, the County has purchased development rights for more than 4,600 acres of agricultural land.

Regulations and Programs that Protect Salmon Habitat 

· King County prohibits new sub-subdivisions in the 100-year floodplain. Placement of fill in the 100-year floodplain is strictly conditioned. 

· King County is one of the only local governments in Washington State that regulates channel migration zones. Restricting development and bank armoring in areas that are prone to channel migration helps to protect side channels and oxbows that provide refuge and rearing habitat for salmon. 

· King County has strengthened enforcement of existing regulations as part of its Endangered Species Act (ESA) response.  The County has established a 24-hour enforcement hotline and hired a new code enforcement officer to focus on Sensitive Areas Ordinance violations in the Snoqualmie watershed. 

· King County is now developing an ordinance to implement the “management zone” concept developed through the Tri-County ESA efforts. 

· King County recently extended its stormwater management program to rural King County, including the Snoqualmie watershed.  The cities of North Bend and Carnation are developing stormwater management programs, and the cities of Duvall and Snoqualmie already have them in place. 

· Local governments in the Snoqualmie Watershed are now developing a framework for coordinated review of local regulations based on the latest technical information coming out of the Snohomish Basin Planning process. 

· King County manages hundreds of flood and erosion control facilities along rivers and has been a pioneer in using biostabilization approaches to repairing damaged facilities. The County and the City of Snoqualmie have been nationally recognized in their successful efforts to purchase repetitively damaged homes and convert the underlying land to permanent open space. 

Example of Habitat Protection and Restoration Projects:  

· Waterways 2000: Initiated in 1995, this voluntary program has been used to protect some of the "last, best" habitat in King County. To date more than 450 acres have been protected in the Snoqualmie watershed. Seven additional basins in the Snoqualmie have been identified as high priority for protection efforts via purchase, conservation easements, and tax incentives.  

· Acquisition of High Quality Salmon Habitat: Forty critical reaches within the Snoqualmie watershed were identified by the Snohomish Basin Salmon Recovery Technical Committee as high priority protection sites for salmonid conservation and recovery. The Snoqualmie/Skykomish Early Action Habitat Projects in King County booklet was developed to provide background information and proposed protection strategies for these reaches. Last year, 152 acres of high quality chinook salmon habitat were protected in the Snoqualmie Watershed using federal and state grants, and local Conservation Futures funds. The Nestle Corporation donated another 56 acres downstream of the Tolt and Snoqualmie River confluence. King County was recently awarded nearly $1 million in Salmon Recovery Funding Board funds to complete acquisitions that link critical reaches in the watershed. These funds will be matched with King Conservation District funds endorsed by the Snoqualmie Watershed Forum.

· Lower Griffin Creek Restoration Project:  King County, Washington Trout, and the Jobs for the Environment Program worked with three agricultural landowners along lower Griffin Creek to restore riparian habitat and address flooding problems on 80 acres of farmland. Work crews and volunteers planted more than 8,000 native plants along both banks of the lower 3,200 feet of the stream. In addition, approximately 7,000 feet of fencing was also installed to protect the stream and plants from livestock and 40 pieces of large woody debris were placed in the stream channel to create stream habitat diversity. 

· Patterson Creek Waterways Property Restoration Project:  Patterson Creek is a major producer of coho salmon. To enhance pool habitat in the Patterson Creek floodplain, four, small, interconnected ponds in the wetland alongside the stream were constructed to provide additional pool habitat for juvenile salmonid rearing, particularly in the winter, when juveniles seek refuge from high flows. The ponds connect to the creek at the downstream end. 

· Revegetation Projects:  Seven volunteer planting events were held last year along various stream reaches in the Snoqualmie watershed. These plantings will help to stabilize banks and sedimentation rates, restore the riparian canopy, and keep water temperatures cool for salmon. Four planting events in the Snoqualmie watershed are already planned for this spring and fall. 

· Potential Restoration Projects/Feasibility Studies:  A City of Seattle/King County feasibility study of levee set-backs along the Lower Tolt River to improve natural floodplain functions is underway. The study will provide a comparison of flooding, sediment accumulation, and fish habitat conditions in a no action versus a functioning floodplain reconnection scenario. Two additional studies will examine the likely outcomes of levee removals on King County owned properties on the mainstem Snoqualmie and on the Raging River. These studies will result in proposals that have a high likelihood of receiving grant funding. 

Cooperative Efforts:  

· King County and the Cities of Carnation, Duvall, North Bend, and Snoqualmie recently entered into an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) to clarify the roles and responsibilities of local jurisdictions in the development of watershed salmon conservation plans and to make a commitment to watershed planning. The agreement also provides a mechanism for the implementation of habitat, water quality, and flood projects with other regional, state, federal and non-profit funds as they become available. The five-year duration of the agreement and its cost-sharing component provide a much greater degree of certainty that local governments in the Snoqualmie watershed will participate actively in the development of a salmon conservation plan for the Snohomish River basin. 
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