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Executive Proposed Levy

Fact Sheet

· King County Executive Ron Sims proposes a countywide, six year, 5-cent levy to maintain regional and rural parks to be placed before the voters on May 20 of this year.

· A 5-cent property tax levy would cost the owner of a $250,000 house $12.50 a year.  The median home sale price in King County in 2002 was $256,000. 

· The levy funds will support operations and maintenance of regional parks and trails such as Marymoor Park, Cougar Mountain Park, the King County Aquatic Center and those portions of the Burke Gilman Trail owned by King County.  A complete list is attached.  

· Also included are rural parks.  The Growth Management Act calls for all parts of King County to help maintain the rural areas.

· An increase in operations and maintenance funding would provide visible and measurable improvements to King County parks.  Parks users would immediately see healthier, more attractive, better maintained parks.

· Among the changes would be more frequent trash pick-up, restroom cleaning and litter pick-up; better maintenance of trails, playgrounds, ballfields and sport courts through more frequent mowing, prepping and washing.

· Local parks in urban unincorporated areas would not be supported with levy funds, rather existing County resources will be applied to support these parks.

· The Executive’s proposal is based on the recommendation of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force, which examined three funding options: a property tax levy lid lift, creation of a special purpose parks district and the sale of some parks assets.

· The Task Force recommended a levy in the 5-6 cent range to keep parks viable.

· King County manages more than 25,000 acres of parks, trails and open space.  In 2003 it has a budget of $16.4 million. 
· In 2003, the Parks Division cut $9.1 million from its budget including more than 80 full time positions.  This was following a nearly $1 million cut in the 2002 budget that included 30 full time positions.

· The County Parks Division has undergone tremendous change and innovation in the last six months.

· Dozens of local facilities were transferred to cities saving the County more than $4 million.

· New entrepreneurial programs were launched to generate substantial new revenue, such as the summer concert series at Marymoor Park, which is expected to generate as much at $300,000 annually.  Last week the first act was announced, Grammy Award nominee Norah Jones who will appear August 5.

· Partnerships, such as the Youth Sports Facility Grants announced earlier this month, were created as a way to retain services and improve facilities while minimizing parks' dependence on general taxes.  

· The alternative to levy funding is closure of dozens of parks.  King County’s budget crisis is expected to continue, including expected budget shortfalls of at least $25 million in each of the next two years.
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